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1 News from the Blackburn North and East Pastorate

September 13t saw the end of an era for us at Trinity i our
organist Colin Isherwood retired after 18 years of devoted service.
We wish every blessing on Colin and his wife Jean and just say
&olin i Thank You for the music! It was wonderful!8Our
photograph shows Colin with some of the choir.

We have two couples in our congregations celebrating special wedding anniversaries this
autumn. Derek and Margaret Estell will have been married for fifty years so Golden
congratulations to them. Bernard and Marjorie Moore will have been married for seventy
years so Platinum congratulations to them. Love and blessings to both these couples!

The summer Carnival was held on Saturday 20" August at Westbury
Gardens with a circus theme. It was attended by well over three hundred
people. The sun shone and we had a great day. There was a barbecue,
the usual stalls, ice cream, a bouncy castle. We were entertained by the
Darwen brass band, the judo club and Irish dancers. We also had a
chance to learn circus skills in the memorial hall i we now have some
great jugglers and plate spinners.

Send in the Clowns i Mal and Lena

On Sunday 2" August we were delighted to ordain Anne Duffy as a new Elder at Revidge
Fold and to welcome Anne to our Eldership. Our love and blessings are with Anne as she
begins her term of service.

On Sunday 9" August we were delighted to welcome Debbie Shepherd into church
membership at Westbury Gardens i it was a lovely service and Debbie chose some of her
favourite hymns including Amazing Grace, Colours of day and Lord of the dance. Our love
and blessings are with Debbie.


http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/NorthWesternSynod/~3/OAWLtksjWDg/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/NorthWesternSynod/~3/IW4yalCs7iQ/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email

2: A set of keys were found outside the Arts Council on Lever Street Manchester. The

keys have a URC key f secontact the odfice'orG181789 8583 oA 1 | '

admin@nwsynod.org.uk

3: Death of the Revd Fred Noden — Funeral arrangements there will be a memorial
service leld at Macclesfield URC at 1100 on Friday 9 October vhere anyone is welcome.

4. Arts & Crafts Fair - Albion Church Saturday 17" October

ARTS & CRAFT FAIR
ALBION CHURCH

Saturday 17" October 11am — 3pm
High quality hand crafted goods on sale

Embroidery Silk scarves  Beads Jewellery
Bird boxes Wood crafts Scarves Patchwork
Lace Demonstration Pottery Handbags
Painted china Knitted items  Candles Handmade Cards
Books Felt jewellery ...and morel

Entrance Fee £1 - includes one free drink

Enjoy lunches & light refreshments in our café

sEEsassssSsassssssSsszsssasSssaszzsssa

Where to find us!
Albion Church
Stamford Street East
Ashton-under-Lyne
n oL6 6QQ s Albion 200" Anniversary

ALL WELCOME
Future events include
215t November Christmas Fair Hurst Nook

11" — 13" December Christmas Tree Festival

Eersrsssszsssasaszasasazasaiaay, 2016 Albion Fellowship celebrates 200 years
Contact Pat Jones

Pattyjo9@ talktalk.net i |
Phone 0161 330 6272

www.albionurc.org.uk

AlbionURC@hotmail.co.uk

ob.
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5: Training event - Handling tension in Church life

Trainer

About Bridge Builders

Bridge Builders

Colin  Patterson s
Assistant  Director of
Bridge Builders, and an
Anglican priest. He has
worked as a training
officer for the Diocese
of Durham, and is an
experienced  adult
educator. Author of the
Grove booklet How to
Learn Through Conflict, he is also a contributor
to 107 Great Ideas for Growing Healthy
Churches.

Quotes from past workshop participants

Enjoyable as well

as helpful.

Lots of humour -
not too intense.

Such a valuable day —
ministers are crying out
for this sort of support.

Very thought-through
presentation, and appropriate
to the audience.

Bridge Builders seeks to transform the
culture of the church in relation to how
leaders lead and the way conflict is
handled. We aim to strengthen the
ministry of Christian leaders, by helping
them to be more self-aware, and to
develop greater skills, confidence and
resilience for working with tensions and
conflict in the church.

Bridge Builders offers a range of training
courses and workshops, and leads tailored
learning events on request. In addition we
provide coaching, consultancy and
mediation services.

Find out more at www.bbministriesorg.uk

‘Bridge Builders' is a working name
of Bridge Builders Ministries.

Registered charity no. 1145235,

Registered in England:
company registration no. 7336077.

Registered office:
St. Peter-le-Poer Church
Albion Avenue
London N10 1AQ.

020 8883 3033
bb@bbministries.org.uk

Handling
Tension in
Church Life

A workshop training day for
people in church leadership

Saturday 30 January, 2016

King's House, Manchester

9.30-4.30

Transforming church culture

The way leaders lead and how conflict is handled




Handling Tension
in Church Life

A workshop training
day for people in
church leadership

Saturday
30 January
2016

A practical challenge

Tension in church life can be sparked by many
different things: personality clashes, changes in
buildings or patterns of worship, unexpected crisis
events, unpopular decisions by the leadership,
arguments about doctrine, disreputable behaviour
- to name just some.

And the overall level of tension can be anything
from quite low (e.g. minor disagreements between
one or two individuals) to cripplingly high (eg.
warring  factions, with significant numbers
leaving).

But in every case the crucial factor is the way
people (especially leaders) respond to the element
of conflict. That's what determines whether
things move in the direction of forgiveness and
reconciliation or of blame and hostility.

Jesus' words “Blessed are the peace-makers”
sound wonderful in theory, but they can be very
demanding to put into practice ......

Want to be better equipped?

Bridge Builders specialises in practically-focused
training, grounded in the example and teaching
of Jesus. This workshop is designed for people
who are part of a church’s leadership group (e.g. a
staff team, ministry team, eldership, diaconate,
church council). It will be especially helpful if
several from a leadership group come together.

Programme

Running from 9.30 to 4.30, the programme
includes worship, teaching, and hands-on skills
training.

Learn more about:

o Your own conflict style - its strengths and
limitations

¢ Improving communication when emotions
run high

o Helping a church learn more constructive
patterns of behaviour in the face of tension

¢ Hanging onto hope in trying circumstances

Cost
£60 per person

(£10 discount for members of the Bridge
Builders Network.)

This includes training materials, refreshments
and a simple buffet lunch.

Venue

Kings House
Sidney St
Manchester
M1 7HB

www.kingshouse.co.uk

MianWay’

The King's House Conference Centre is in the
centre of Manchester, a 6-minute walk from
Oxford Road railway station and a 10-minute
walk from the St Peter's Square metro-link
tram stop. Nearest all-day parking is at NCP,
Chester Street.

How to Book

Please complete the online form at
www.bbministriesorg.uk  {under Training,
Open Workshop Days) and then send the fee
to us, either by cheque payable to Bridge
Builders or by electronic bank transfer (BACS),
to secure a place.

Cancellations before Monday, 16 January 2016
will receive a 50% refund. Thereafter no
refund will be provided.

Full contact details for Bridge Builders

are on the back panel.

6: Elders Conference T h i
the Novotd Hotel, Kingston Park, Newcastle upon Tyne.

s year's EI

der s’

Conference

The conference is being repeated in exactly the same format as last year because those who
attended it found it to be most helpful.

One of | ast

year

s partici

pant s

sai d:

"This was a really good opportunity lEarn more about how to be a better elder in the URC. The
conference was interesting and fun and it was good to have the time to meet other elders and share

ideas."

There arestill 8 places e f t S

attending

o if you’'re

avail ablusthaughttd ho s e

For further information please contact Melanie Campbell, Synod Gielanie.campbell@urc

northernsynod.org

Wi

d
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7 Photos needed for New Website Over the last month or soevhave been developing a

new website for the SynodThis will be easier to navigate for everyone, have an outward focus for
those who want to find out more about the United Reformed Church and an inward focus as a place
where you can easily find policy daments, news about Synod events, and resourdéd® layout of

the new site is much simpler than the existing one and we would love to have photos of our
congregations on the sitédWe would be grateful if you could send a photo of your congregation to
Andy Braunston, vialerk@nwsynod.org.ulPhotos should be digital, in a high resolution and of
people within the congregatiorit looks better if you have gathered people into a group at the

front (and if they ae smiling!) Hopefully we can get a lot of photos and show the variety of people
who make up our Synod and present a visually interesting website.

Andy Braunston Clerk, NW Synod

8: Christian Aid — Give a Precious Gift this Christmas At a time of year wan

Christians around the world celebrate the birth of Jesus, thousands of children in Nigeria are longing
for a precious gift, that of life. In the west African country, where 60 per cent of people live below
the poverty line, 250,000 children under theeagf five die as a result of malaria every yeahis

one country accounts for a quarter of all cases of malaria in Africa.

Women with malaria are particularly vulnerable, as they have a higher risk of miscarriage, premature
delivery, stillbirth, sever anaemia and delivering babies with Hoivth weight—a leading cause of

child mortalty. And as pregnancy reduces a woman’s i mmuni
three times more likely to suffer from serious disease as a result of malaria inféitéinra non

pregnant woman. A lack of knowledge and poor access to information on health issues make the

situation worse and malaria accounts for 11% of all maternal deaths in Nigeria.

Mal aria c¢cl aimed the |ives of Mawoy ' ogbarbamony Pat r i cK
Kenechukwu and sixearold daughter Anah suffered the headaches, thirsts and fevers of malaria
and both lost their lives.

This Christmas, we're asking for hel p-astiog, del i ver
insecticidetreated mosquito nets and an effective public education programme delivered by trained
community health agents.

With support from Christian Aid, Mary and her community, in-Bria southeastern Nigeria have

now been provided with lifessavirg mosquito nets and shown how to use them effectively by
community health agentsMothers have been taught how to spot the symptoms of malaria so Mary
is able to protect her daughters Kosi and Christiana, as well as her grandchildren.

Community Developrma Committees have been set up to ensure the government provide quality
healthcare and free malaria treatment to clinics. Only by holding the government to account in this
way will we help communities get what they are entitled to and stop yet more pethypie

needlessly from malaria.

No child should die from a preventable disea¥®ur donation could help Christian Aid prevent
many thousands of unnecessary deaths from malaria. Just £3 could bugaviifig net and£60
could train three community healttvorkers to deliver the nets and |Hgaving health advice in their
local area.


mailto:clerk@nwsynod.org.uk

With support from the UK Government, who will match every donation made to the Christmas
Appeal until 5th February up to a total of £5m, your donations can make a differeinc@ OKA f RNByY Q
lives in Nigeria. For more information, visitww.christianaid.org.uk/Christmas

9: Give it athumbs up Michael Jagessar has received the link to the YouTube film of the
wonderfulMulticultural Celebration 2018vent from the talented man . . . KEVIN SNYMAN (Mission
Enabler at West Midlands Synod).

You may see some faces that you recognise!!

10: FURY/Commitment For LifeInternFor t he past few years the °
programme, with Christian Aid, has provided an internship opportunity for a young pergairto

experience of global campaignir@nd to encourage local church youth groups/Pilots Companies in

the United Reformed Church to engage with global issues.

Charis Ollerenshaw (from Edgeley Community Churc
Sucliffe is the latest and this is what she says:

“1 just wanted to write to introduce myself to vy
Commitment for Life and Christian Aid Collective intern. My name is Amelia Sutcliffe and | shall be
workingalongside Linda Mead at Church House and Christian Aid atGhtench House in Waterloo,

London for the next ten months.

In case you do not know, Commitment for Life is the way the United Reformed Church gives
regularly to Christian Aid and Global Justdow. It connects specifically with Bangladesh; Israel and
the occupied Palestinian territories; Guatemala; Honduras; El Salvador; Nicaragua; and Zimbabwe.
As an intern this year | have the privilege to go on a trip to Bangladesh to hear and bringoliask st
from Christian Aid partners, as well as those who will benefit from their work. This gives me the
opportunity to have real firshand experience of the incredible work being done through the

support given by churches and individuals to Christian Aid.


http://www.christianaid.org.uk/Christmas
https://youtu.be/Kgcb6XKMdvk
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/NorthWesternSynod/~3/OAWLtksjWDg/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email

How does this relate to us and our work as Chil d
wondering. Well as a Christian Aid Collective intern, the youth department of Christian Aid, | am

focusing on developing young people to have a passion for jumtideencourage them to join the

fight against poverty. This means encouraging them to look into the root causes of poverty, how it

affects real people’s |lives and gain a full unde
towards alleviating injustice. gscially through seeing how what we do here has an effect on the
world's poorest due to climate change. As such,

churches, their communities and the world.

However in order for this to happen | need to etehe incredible young people | am certain there

are across the URC and this is where you come in. As a member of F.A.B. | have a little knowledge of
the amazing youth groups that meet, but not all the connecti@wsif you know of a group who

you thinkwould like a visit from me or one of my other colleagues across the country, please let

me know. We are able to offer workshops, resources, materials and fundraising ideas. We also

offer two more individual programmes for young peopl&here they can becorns ambassadorsr

lobbyists for Christian Aid, if you woultike more information on either of these pleasiet me

know.

| am excited and ready to go on this journey with you all in the North Western synod. My visit would
probably be most beneficial afteny trip to Bangladesh in early November, but | am also available to
come and visit groups before if that is when is convenient for them.

I ook forward to hearing and meeting you all so
So, if you would like Amelia to come to your church to spend tirtie your youth group, to run a

workshop or to provide resources, get in touch w
contact him via the Synod Office.

11: Beyond Foodbanks — November 23rd in Manchester The right to food? Beyond
foodbanks?

Tackling the scandal of food poverty in 21st century Britain
Do you care passionately that no one in the UK should gorging
Do you think that Government could do more to tackle food poverty?
Do you want to be part of building a food justice movement in the UK?

The explosion in food poverty and the huge numbers being forced to turn to food badksmines
the UK’s commitment to ensur i ngpnetofiitee mosaebbsicofi t s ci t
all human rights.

Whilst hundreds of thousands of people have had to turn to foodbanks in recent years, emergency
food aid cannot be a loagerm solution. A growing list of organisations including Church Action on
Poverty, Oxfam, the Sustainable Food Cities Network, Trussell Trust, the Feeding Britain Inquiry have
all called for stronger and more coordinated national and local government tostetien to reduce

food poverty.


http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/NorthWesternSynod/~3/IW4yalCs7iQ/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email

Come and hear about the findings of the Fabian Commission on Food and Radeetput at the
end of Octoberand have your input into shaping the growing campaign to tackle food poverty and
hunger i n the UK..

Church Actin on Poverty is organising a series of events across the UK to explore the potential for
bringing together a broad range of groups across the country to build a more powerful national
campaign to end food poverty and hunger in the UK in 2016.

For more dedils and to book a place clibkre


http://feedingmanchester.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?id=3824&reset=1

