
News from the NW Synod 2nd December 2015 

 
 
1: New Website and Photos of our congregations  
2: News from Forton  

3: Moderatorôs snapshot  

4: Luther King House Exploring faith and spirituality 

5: Night of Hope  

 

 
 
1: New Website and Photos of our congregations As you know we have been working 
on putting together a new website for the Synod which would be useful to people outside the 
church to understand us a little better and to be a resource for our churches.  We have some photos 
still to put up (and could do with many more!) but wanted to send you the link to solicit feedback.   
 

If you go to http://newweb.nwsynod.org.uk/  you can have a look.  Please note once we are happy 

with the website we will use our normal address for it so you don't need to advertise this address. 

Please give any feedback to Andy Braunston via clerk@nwsynod.org.uk 

We need high quality photographs ς in digital format ς of our congregations for our new Synod 
website.  The website will be less cluttered than our current one, easier to navigate and have photos 
of our congregations so we can visually see our Synod in all its diversity.  Please email a picture of 
your congregation to Andy Braunston via clerk@nwsynod.org.uk .  
 
 

2: News from Forton More new ventures from Forton URC ,"the little Church with the big 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ hƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛƭŘ ǿƛƴǘǊȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлǘƘΣ CƻǊǘƻƴ ¦w/ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ 

Evening, presented by Stella Clarke from Garstang URC.  There was much sunshine and joy in Stella's 

account of her Fair Trade trip to South India.  An excellent supper followed with kebabs, spicy 

potatoes, samosas, naan bread and mango drinks; not to mention Forton's delicious English cakes, 

scones, biscuits; and tea and coffee of course. 

Forton URC works hard to make its 9.15am Service something special.  For the first Sunday in 

Advent, the small Congregation opens its doors for "Messy Church".  This is a "first" attempt and 

with the weather still blustry and cold, the hot drinks should be very welcome.  The little tree 

decorated with Christian symbols should be finished, ready for the monthly Prayer Group meeting 

which uses the URC Hall. 

Finally, as Forton URC gets nearer to Christmas, two new members will be welcomed into the 

Church. At the Carols by Candlelight Service, the whole Congregation will be invited to affirm their 

Faith along with the new members. This Service takes place in the afternoon, so there is a relaxed 

atmosphere of fellowship as seasonal refreshments follow.  A celebration indeed! 

 

http://newweb.nwsynod.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

3: Moderatorôs snapshot The 13 URC Synod Moderators meeting in London (mostly) each 

month for 2 days seen here in URC Church House on Tavistock Place. Any startled expressions are 

due to the fact that I sprang up and snapped a picture before they could object. During our regular 

meetings we consider the movements of ministers within the denomination, a whole range of 

matters that affect our work within the life of our Synods, and usually have a session with those who 

have a particular brief for one area of our common life of worship, witness and work. Tomorrow we 

will spend a session with HR and legal representatives to be briefed on issues that fall within the 

¦w/Ωǎ aLb5 ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘip most of us are able to go out together to eat in the 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΧ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άDƛǊŀŦŦŜέΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ 

have spent time in prayer for you today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4: Luther King House Exploring faith and spirituality 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 


