News from the NW Synod 13th July 2016
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1:
Moderator’s snapshots Over the weekend our URC General Assembly met in Southport, with a full
agenda and over 40 resolutions to be considered as part of its business. The café style setup of tables and chairs in
the Convention Centre near the seafront provided the opportunity for group discussions at various points, as well as
the setting for the evening meal which we shared together around the tables. Highlights included the addresses
given during our meeting by Bishop Angelos of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the UK, Revd Chris Ferguson as
General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches, and the Revd Dr Majid Abel as senior pastor of
the Naulakha Presbyterian Church in Pakistan. Of special note was the election of the next Moderators of General
Assembly (2018-202): from our Synod Mr Derek Estill, and from Eastern Synod the Revd Nigel Uden. Well done to
those from our Synod who won an award from the Community Project Awards Scheme sponsored by the
Congregation & General for their work with people living with dementia…. Melody Memories at the Amani Centre,
Trinity United Community Church in Manchester. On Sunday morning we were joined by others from local
congregations and gathered in the theatre (picture) to share the Lord’s Supper together led by Revd Kevin Watson,
under the URC’s banner of “People of the Way”.
Please continue to make use of the General Assembly prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, we are your people, people of the way.
Light our path.
Show us Your way clearly and compellingly.
Through complexity, diversity, dissent, make Your will known,
make Your will shown – in our lives and in our Church.
We give thanks for Your call which gave birth to our Church many years ago.
Help us now to hear Your call afresh.
Like a cool wind on a hot day, blow us out and about, people of the way,
healing, life-giving, wise and faith-full.
Amen

2:
Death of the Revd Barry Jones Please be informed Barry (Revd Barry Jones) died peacefully on the
evening of 6th July in St John’s Hospice after a short illness.
Details of his funeral will follow.
Thames North Synod

3:
Revd Tony Wilkinson The congregation at Clitheroe United Reformed Church on Sunday 3 July joined the
Revd Tony Wilkinson in celebrating his 50 years as an ordained minister. The picture shows Tony (3rd from left) with
some of the church members before cutting a cake made to commemorate the occasion.
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6:
News from Trinity Community Church Moss Side At URC Assembly representatives from Trinity
Community Church in Moss Side received an award from Congregational and General Insurance for their work in
creating dementia friendly communities. The church has worked in partnership with Together Dementia Support to
offer a monthly singing session called Melody Memories alongside other weekly activities that help people living
with dementia and their carers. The work aims to reduce social isolation and assist people to continue with activities
that they enjoy. A video can be seen on You Tube https://youtu.be/gm7hamD5u40
Revd Bob Day said, "We are delighted to receive this award. It represents lots of hard work from church members,
volunteers and our partners Together Dementia Support. It's amazing how much good will and support for faith
based projects can be generated when the church works with other community groups and interested agencies.
Thanks to everyone who has made this work so worthwhile and enjoyable."

7:
Easy worship For a number of years we have been using Easy Worship software to project hymns, pictures
etc during services. It is not very straightforward to use and we wondered if other churches use any different
software that they are happy with.
I'm not sure if we could put a note in the Synod newsletter or how we might take this further.
Our contact for IT issues is Carole Kay 01254 249984.
Thanks
David Faulkner, Secretary Trinity Blackburn

