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1: Moderators snapshot Within the Reformed Church tradition we treasure the opportunities to explore the 

Word of God in the Bible under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, such that it shapes our life, worship and witness. 

Pictured this week are a group from Egerton URC as we looked at the lectionary Bible passages in preparation for my 

visit to lead worship, an opportunity to meet some of the congregation and also talk about the mission which the 

church is engaged in. It was a lively session with a very thought provoking group. Please continue to pray for 

¶ all who lead worship for our congregations, whether this takes place  on a Sunday or another day of the 
week 

¶ the discovery of new times and opportunities for worship which creates possibilities for those in the wider 
community to explore the Christian faith 

¶ the Synod as we look at ways of encouraging a new generation of those who can be equipped to lead 
worship within our congregations 

¶ Bible study groups within our churches, and that more members will feel this can be a vital part of their faith 
journey and a dynamic part of what it is to be part of a Christian community 
 

Many thanks, 

Andrew 

 

2: Death of the Revd Frederick (Fred) Ernest Thomson It Is with regret that I write to let you know of 
the death of the Rev'd Fred Thompson.  Fred served at Toll Bar, St Helens, 1957 ς 67; Alkrington 1967 ς 83; Trinity, 
Cheetham Hill 1978-83. 

Fred is survived by his sons.  We will let you know of funeral details as soon as we have them.   

Sadly, his wife died earlier this year and we entrust him into God's gentle care.  May he rest in peace and rise in 
glory.  Andy Braunston, Synod Clerk 
 



3: Freedom Sunday  

 
 



 

 



4: INVITATION: Our Faith - Our Planet conference 14 Nov 2016 The Dean of Manchester is hosting an 

inter-ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨhǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ ς hǳǊ tƭŀƴŜǘΩ ŀǘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƻƴ Monday 14 

November 2016 from 9.00am-3.30pm. While of general interest, this conference will be of most relevance to people 

with responsibility for or influence over buildings/ places of worship. Do please share this flyer amongst your 

networks. 

For more information and to register for your FREE tickets please click on the invitation below or visit the Eventbrite 

website at http://tinyurl.com/j8wzda7  

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/j8wzda7
http://tinyurl.com/j8wzda7


5: News from Wilbraham St Ninianôs On Sunday 25 September, the two congregations of Wilbraham St 

bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ ¦w/ ǎŀƛŘ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ [ŜŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜΣ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

College to become a Minister of Word and Sacrament. Across the two services, around 75 people came to wish her 

ǿŜƭƭΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŘŜǊΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ WƻƴŜǎΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǾŀƭŜŘƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ 

to the Roman church (Romans 12:1-13) on the discernment and use of the spiritual gifts God has given us all. (Click 

here to read the sermon.) At the end of the service, we commended Lee to the wider service of the church and 

blessed her with our love and best wishes for her future ministry. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ²ƛƭōǊŀƘŀƳ {ǘ bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ олth. Please 

pray for: 

¶ Lee Battle as she begins her training at Northern College 

¶ The Elders as they continue to lead the church during the ministerial vacancy 

¶ The 50+ LGBT asylum seekers the church supports at church and at the wider, monthly First Wednesday 
group 

¶ In particular, please pray for Jimmy, a young Ugandan man, currently in his 4th week of Home Office 
detention 

 

 

 

http://metropolitanchurch.org.uk/spirituality/sermons-2016/496-25th-september-2016-spiritual-gifts-and-farewell-to-lee-gellatly-romans-12-1-13-philip-jones

