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1: Moderators Snapshot Blue skies above the Trent Building on the campus of 

Nottingham University, and the venue for this yearôs annual conference of the Society for the 

Study of Theology over a couple of days (I thought this made for a better snapshot, for once, 

than a hall full of 240 people all facing the front listening to one speaker). As a member of this 

Society I try and attend the annual conference, which moves around a small number of 

university campuses who can accommodate the 200+ members during a semester break close 

to Easter. This is supported as part of the denominationôs Education for Ministry phase 3 (EM3) 

funding which enables ministers to continue their development and formation throughout their 

time of ministry, and is taken up in a wide variety of ways that encourage and support those in 

ministry.  

 



It was encouraging to see a good number of URC colleagues from across the denomination 

present and contributing to the discussions. It is a society which brings together the academy 

and the church into dialogue in a way which generates theological thinking about relevant 

issues for us all. This yearôs theme was simply ñPeaceò explored in a variety of ways, although a 

few seminars helpfully picked up themes in connection with the 500th anniversary this year of 

the Reformation(s).  

Most importantly for our work one former bishop, reflecting on 65 years of the society toasted 

with cake and wine, said ñTheology is the only thing standing between the Church and quick 

fixes.ò Please pray for: 

¶ all who work within the academy to explore theology and engage theologically with 
contemporary issues, and are supporting students and ordinands to deepen their 
capacity for theological thinking and reflection 

¶ the Church as it wrestles with the strains of being Church today that it may more deeply 
understand the nature of God, who raised Jesus from the dead and pours out his Holy 
Spirit upon his people, and our calling to be a missional people 

¶ our ministers that they may continue to be enriched by opportunities for reflection, study 
and fellowship with others 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2: URC National Mission Committee February 2017 Feedback to    
Synods 
 

¶ New Secretary for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations   The committee are pleased to 
report the appointment of the Revd Philip Brooks to this post from July 2017. 
 

¶ Fracking remains a concern to many in our churches and communities.  Please see the new 

briefing from the Joint Public Issues Team which includes questions for conversation.  

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/frackingbriefing/ 
  

¶ óACT Communityô programme enabling climate justice activists. Mission Committee agreed 
to endorse this initiative for a second year and that new participants are sought.  Contact 
Grace Pengelly  grace.pengelly@urc.org.uk or Wendy Cooper wendy.cooper@urc.org.uk 
with possible names and for further details. 
 

¶ Mission Council   The following items are coming to the May meeting of Mission Council: 
o New Framework for Local Unity in Mission Mission Committee endorsed the 

response to the consultation and invited further consideration of URC issues.  
Contact is David Tatem  david.tatem@urc.org.uk  

o óNot strangers but fellow travellersô Mission Committee endorsed the proposal for 
a third phase of dialogue with the RC Bishopsô Conference of England and 
Wales.   Contact is David Tatem  david.tatem@urc.org.uk 

o The Kingston Declaration of the New International Financial Architecture 
Colloquium organised by CWM Mission Committee endorsed the direction of 
travel of the declaration and agreed to commend it to the wider Church through 
Mission Council  

o Recommitment to partnership with the Presbyterian Church of Ghana Mission 
Committee endorsed the renewed commitment. 
 

¶ Local church involvement in global partnerships  Please ask your churches to respond to 
Michael/Eve with details of synod global partnerships and congregation to congregation 
links  michael.jagessar@urc.org.uk   eve.parker@urc.org.uk 
 

¶ óWalking the Wayô A PowerPoint is being prepared and will be sent to Synods in time for 
their Spring meeting. 

   

¶ Please take a look at these new resources:  
o óDiscipling Presenceô (from the Arthur Rank Centre) available in June 
o Rural Mission Sunday, 16 July, with the theme of hospitality and welcome   
o Conversation Welcome resource from the Joint Public Issues Team to encourage 

exploration of the sort of society we want ours to be after Brexit - available shortly  
o Commitment for Life  25th anniversary service available at 

http://www.urc.org.uk/worship-for-mission.html   
o Revised version of Mission Shaped Intro - available on the Fresh Expressions 

website http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/  
 

¶ Interfaith Fund   A fund is available to start or further work with churches involved in 
interfaith work.  Contact for information and application is David Tatem.   

¶ Buildings Forum The new website will be live shortly for information and sharing of stories.  

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/frackingbriefing/
mailto:grace.pengelly@urc.org.uk
mailto:wendy.cooper@urc.org.uk
mailto:david.tatem@urc.org.uk
mailto:david.tatem@urc.org.uk
mailto:michael.jagessar@urc.org.uk
mailto:eve.parker@urc.org.uk
http://www.urc.org.uk/worship-for-mission.html
http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/


   

¶ Hope 2018 plans  http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Groups/272232/Towards_2018.aspx  
Synods have been encouraged to order the new booklet for distribution to churches. 

 

¶ Constance Coltman centenary service Sunday 17 September, 3.00 pm at the American 
International Church in London.  All are invited. Please let Francis Brienen know of women 
to invite especially who have played a pioneering role in our churches  
francis.brienen@urc.org.uk 

  

¶ Big Day Out Churches are encouraged to participate whether or not you have children and 
young people. A day for the whole URC. Date: 20 May 2017  

 http://www.urc.org.uk/latest-news/2289-sense-of-belonging-at-urc-big-day-out  
  

¶ Bid for WCC Assembly 2021 to be held in Glasgow   Mission Committee supported the bid 
to be submitted by CTBI.    

 
For further information please contact Stuart Nixon (North Western Synod Rep to National 
Mission Committee). revstu@tiscali.co.uk (mobile: 07905452989)   
  

 

3: News from Macedonia (the Failsworth version!) ï at long last!!! 
After watching and waiting for many years, after many ups and downs, after much prayer and 

reflection, weôre pleased to let you know that the new building is now up and running... 

We held our first Lighthouse Coffee Morning on Friday 7th May when many of our regulars and a 

few newcomers met in the new hall for coffee and fellowship.  Our faithful few met on Palm 

Sunday to see how the new building performed for our service: 

The final meeting of the FCU (Failsworth 

Churches Unite!) Lent Study group met in the 

new building on Tuesday, we held a short 

Good Friday service alongside our Lighthouse 

coffee morning so we enjoyed coffee and hot 

cross buns alongside a few traditional hymns 

and readings. 

Some of our Lighthouse regulars joined us for 

our Easter Day Service. 

We still have some ócreasesô to iron out (as 

with any new building) but everyone is 

delighted that at long last we are in our lovely 

new space. 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Groups/272232/Towards_2018.aspx
mailto:francis.brienen@urc.org.uk
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4: News from Garstang URC Garstang URC continues the tradition of celebrating 

Easter by adorning their Easter Cross with flowers. The cross is made from last year's 

Christmas tree to which the congregation add flowers during the service. it is then placed 

outside the church as witness to the town of the Easter message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5: Ainsdale Methodist Church 150th anniversary celebrations a 

weekend with John Bell part of its 150th Anniversary Celebrations, John Bell of the 

Iona community is visiting Ainsdale Methodist Church, Southport from Saturday 13 - Sunday 14 

May.  From 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. on Saturday, he will be leading a session on ôThe Church in 

the Age of Consumerism  

(How can the church still be a relevant and important part of the community in todayôs 

age of consumerism)  

 

and from 7.00 - 9.00 p.m. will be leading a  

'Big Sing:  

Songs from Iona'. 

 

Tickets are £7.00 

Details are below.  Between the sessions there will be a two-hour break.  Liquid refreshments 

will be available at the church for those who wish to bring something to eat.  There are also a 

number of take-aways, cafes and restaurants in the area and slightly further afield. 

He is also preaching at Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist Church at 10.45 on Sunday 15 

May. 

Knowing that there may well be some interest amongst the churches in your Synod, particularly 

those within 'striking distance' of Southport, would it be possible for you to circulate this as 

appropriate please? 

If you would like further details, please let me know. 

Many thanks, 

With all good wishes and Christian Greetings, 

Ken (Summers) (Rev.) 

URC Minister (Retired) - Southport 

Tel. 01704 570954  

Mobile 07833318457 

Email: revken.summers@btinternet.com 
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6: Easter Holiday Club Westbury Gardens URC from 10th ï 13th April 

Westbury Gardens URC ran another 

four-day Holiday Club for 5-11year olds. 

This yearôs theme was óEaster Surprise 

with Squidgy Bodô and although 

numbers attending were low everyone 

had a great time. Activities included, 

games, songs, Bible stories, a daily 

video story about Squidgy Bod and his 

friends, crafts, badge making, a collage, 

creating an Easter Tree out of a 

Christmas Tree, (see picture) and of 

course eating. 

Each day Googie the Liverpool Hen laid 

an egg or two over night, they were 

special eggs as they contained a symbol of Easter which told the Easter story and were then 

added to the tree. The children also wrote a please, sorry or a thank you prayer each which they 

also put on the tree. 

On the last day parents were invited to come along and see what their children had been doing 

and each child received a certificate, a Squidgy Bod badge and goodie bag. 

The volunteers from the three churches in the pastorate and the community who helped to run it 

were also presented with a certificate and badge. 

Plans are already under way to run another 6-day summer holiday club which will be followed 

by what has become the annual pet blessing service on the Sunday ï so watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7: News from Sedbergh URC When Revd. Carole Marsden, the URC minister at 

Sedburgh in Cumbria, (who helps deliver RE and Acts Of Collective Worship  at Sedbergh 

Primary School) was asked by the teachers if she knew of any one from a different faith who 

could talk to the junior classes, she turned to her mother  who worships at Burnley and Nelson 

URC and She asked the chairman of Building Bridges in Burnley if he could help. 

 

When she asked Talib Hussain (BBB Director and Trustee Tel; 07947773781 and Mozaquir Ali ( 

Active BBB Faith Leader Tel. 07977 205357) there was no hesitation. 

 

Within a very few days arrangements had been made for the two to visit the school 73 miles 

away from Burnley and talk to the children about their faith and how they live it . 

 

The children in the three classes were attentive and enthusiastic on behalf of Building Bridges in 

Burnley. The school was presented with a modern translation of the Koran and books that told 

them about the basic beliefs of Islam. Most said they had never visited a mosque and said they 

would like to. The two BBB ambassadors said the children would be most welcome to 

visit Burnley, visit its mosques and sample the hospitality of BBB for their lunch. The following 

day the school emailed and said they would try to arrange a visit in September. 

Taliba and Mozaquir said, "We had a great day and enjoyed the trip to the school. We were 

made very welcome and the children enjoyed our discussion on Islam. There was a lot of 

questions asked and we answered the best we could."  

"We invited the school to visit Burnley and we can show the children our mosques as none of 
the children have ever been to one and we believe they will find it very helpful in understanding 
Islam better. The school has written too thanking us for the visit and said they will plan the visit 
to Burnley in September this year." 
 
 

8: Series of Programmes about The Reformation Marking the 500th 

Anniversary of The Reformation, BBC Radio 3 has a series of programmes about many aspects 

of The Reformation, all of which are available on iPlayer: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04ly2l3 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04ly2l3


9: One in Christ - Walk of Unity 10th June 2017 

 


