
 

 

Praying for our Planet is a series of webinars to be organised jointly by Greater Manchester 

Churches Together and Bramhall Methodist Church (as part of its “Climate year”).  They will also be 

promoted nationally by the Joint Public Issues Team of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the 

Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church. They will build on an 

earlier series of five seminars, “Science and the Language of Prayer” held in Bramhall in 2019 (see 

below for more detail). 

Each webinar will focus on a different aspect of the current climate and ecological emergency. It will 

be delivered by a Christian who is a climate, ecological or environmental scientist who will give an 

overview of their area of scientific interest and then a further, briefer talk about how their science 

affects the way they pray (what they pray for, how they express their prayers etc). After this the 

speaker will be joined by a local church leader for a period of discussion of the issues raised. 

The outputs of the webinars will be used to provide resources for a series of short daily prayer 

services during Greater Manchester Churches Together Week of Prayer for the Planet during 

Creationtide (27th September – 3rd October). Churches across Greater Manchester will be offered the 

opportunity to join in streamed services on each successive evening from a range of locations or to 

use the published resources to plan their own events. There will be a specific focus on seeking 

prayerful guidance on how we, as individuals and a Christian community, can respond to the 

emerging science through personal and communal practical and political action.  

 

https://www.gmct.org.uk/
https://www.gmct.org.uk/
https://www.bramhallmethodists.org.uk/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/


 

    

 

Each webinar will focus on the work of a Christian who is a climate or ecological scientist . They will 

have a common format: 

Welcome (including short prayer) 5 min 

Presentation on the work of the scientist and its broader context  40 min 

Q&A session on presentation 5 min 

Reflection by the scientist on how their work influences their prayer life 10 min 

Break out rooms reflecting on what has been said 10 min 

Feedback from breakout rooms 15 min 

Closing prayers 5 min 

Webinars will be run on zoom.  

 

 

Choice of themes will be largely determined by which scientists agree to speak and which subjects 

they agree to speak on. We hope we will be able to link each to a different day of the creation story 

as suggested in the following table (although if this is not possible given the speakers available 

then we will not try and force this artificially). 

Day 1 
“A wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters” 

Altered weather systems or 
wind power 

Day 2 “God called the dome Sky” 
Air pollution  
or drought 

Day 3 
“Let the dry land appear” or 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation” 

Sea level rises or 
habitat loss 

Day 4 
“God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day” 

The greenhouse effect or  
solar power 

Day 5 
“Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures” 

Plastic in the oceans 
or coral loss 

Day 6 
“Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures” 

Species loss 

Day 7 
“God rested from all the work that he 
had done” 

Allowing the land to recover from 
exploitive agricultural practices 

 



 

    

 

This will occur over the last full week during Creationtide (27th September – 3rd October 2021).  

On each evening of this week there will be a short (30 minute) reflective prayer service based on the 

presentations and discussions at one of webinars If funding is obtained, a specially commissioned 

video, based on ideas arising from the webinars, will form the focus of each service. Services will be 

conducted in a space suited to the style and theme of worship and live-streamed over YouTube 

(ensuring that a recording remains available). 

We will delegate the responsibility to planning each act of worship to a different small team 

(including an experienced worship leader, a younger person and the scientist [if they are interested 

in this next step]). We hope through this that there will be a variety of different formats of worship 

through the week. At least one of the services will be specifically designed for children. 

It is assumed that the following elements of worship will be included during the week (not 

necessarily all at each service): 

Thanksgiving - expressions of awe and wonder for the natural world. 

An explanation of how we are adversely affecting that natural world. 

Reflection - through use of relevant passages from the Bible  

Lament – expressions of grief for what we are losing or have already lost. 

Intercession – for those most vulnerable to our actions. 

Confession – acknowledgment of structural sin and our part in it. 

Repentance – how we can respond as individuals and as society? 

Hope – that humanity will come to its senses.  

Resource for churches wishing to plan their own prayer services, including a specially commissioned 

video, will be available through our web-site and will include: 

Suggested order of worship. 
Suggested musical resources (including 
links to videos available on the net). 

Suggested Bible passages. 
A new hymn written for each act of 
worship by our Hymn Writer in Residence. 

Short video explaining the climate science 
(based on the earlier webinars). 

Links to other third-party videos that might 
be relevant. 

Written prayers and video recordings of 
these. Ideas for interactive activities. 



 

    

 

Timelines are dictated by the requirement to have resources available in time for individual churches 

to plan their own services. Following the timeline below, sample resources will be available from 23rd 

May with all resources available from 1st August. 

It is intended to hold the seminars at a range of different dates and times chosen principally to suit 

the availability of speakers. 

 

Target date  Objective 
Time to Week of Prayer 
(weeks) 

9th April 
Web-site launched with complete 
programme 

25 weeks 

Week of 
9th May 

First webinar  20 weeks 

6th June 
Sample resources for 1st Day of 
Prayer available 

16 weeks 

Week of 4th July  Last webinar 12 weeks 

1st August 
All resources for Week of Prayer 
available 

8 weeks 

27th September to 
3rd October 

Week of Prayer for the Planet 0 weeks 

 



 

    

 

We will be applying to the Scientists in Congregations scheme at the University of Durham to cover 

the full costs of the webinars and Week of Prayer. They have recently delayed their funding 

timetable in response to the Covid pandemic, however, and we cannot wait for the funding 

announcement if we want to tie this project into our Climate Year. 

Bramhall Methodist Church has decided to underwrite the additional costs which will allow us to 

proceed in accordance with our original timescale. If we are successful in the funding application 

then we will be able to be more ambitious in our plans (particularly in the quality of the resources 

we develop to support the Week of Prayer). 

The Scientists speaking at the webinars will be offered an honorarium (and any out of pocket 

expenses if incurred). 

 

This initiative builds on the success of a series of 5 seminars, Science and the Language of Prayer, 

that we hosted in the autumn of 2019. These were funded by a grant from the Scientists in 

Congregations initiative at the University of Durham. The seminar website (contains recordings of 

the keynote presentations, short interviews with the presenters and a range of outputs from the 

workshops that followed the presentations. Those speakers were: 

‘Lost in wonder, love and praise’: Prayer and the road from crime. 
DR RUTH AMSTRONG, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge. 

All Creation Praises God! – Science and worship in action 
DR RUTH BANCEWICZ, Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge 

The psychology and neuroscience of prayer 
REVD CANON DR JOANNA COLLICUTT, Ripon College, Oxford 

Healthy Intercessions 
PROF PETER HOWDLE, School of Medicine, The University of Leeds. 

Earthquakes, Volcanoes and God: Praying in response to Natural Disasters 
REVD PROF DAVID CHESTER, Geography & Environmental Science, Liverpool Hope University 

The average attendance of the Saturday afternoon seminars was 65 with 152 people attending at 

least one seminar. 38% were from our congregation and a further 45% from our postcode area 

(SK7). The remaining 17% were mostly from elsewhere in the region with a small number coming 

from further afield (including one from Scotland). The average overall rating was 78% (from those 

who responded to an e-mailed evaluation questionnaire).   

A larger audience has accessed the website which has had had 9,768 hits from 3,770 visitors 

(individual IP addresses) with over 1,000 of these visitors being from outside the UK [Statistics taken 

06/11/2020]. Our final report is available at this link. 

Richard Baker, who led this initiative, was a Professor in Health Sciences at the University of Salford 

until 2018 when he felt called to do something entirely different. This link is to his Google Scholar 

profile. 

https://www.eclasproject.org/congregations/
https://www.eclasproject.org/congregations/
https://www.eclasproject.org/congregations/
https://bramhallmethodists.org.uk/scienceandprayer/
https://bramhallmethodists.org.uk/scienceandprayer/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SatLoP-Final-report.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=1OgU0KQAAAAJ&hl=en


 

    

The orange butterflies decorating this document are a stylised representation of the monarch butterfly. Monarchs migrate 

annually from all over North America to converge on breeding grounds in Mexico. Some from Canada travel over 3,000 

miles.  Their life cycle makes them particularly susceptible to climate change and they only feed on one plant, milkweed, 

which farmers regard as a weed and are eradicating with herbicides. Western monarch butterflies have declined in number 

by 99% since the 1980s. 

The butterfly has been regarded by Christians as a symbol of resurrection. The caterpillar must disappear into its cocoon, 

apparently dead, in order to emerge transformed into something more beautiful and powerful than it had been before.  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/m/monarch-butterfly/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/m/monarch-butterfly/

