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Chorlton URC Celebrating Christmas Outside
This Christmas the season of Advent seemed to have two meanings: the liturgical one leading up to
the Christian celebration of the birth of Christ and the advent of a new Covid variant: omicron. The
latter had a real impact on the former for many churches, including Chorlton Central.
At the start of the pandemic we had embraced technology and gone on zoom. This opened up new
ways of worshipping, broadened our music choices and brought worshippers together across the
globe from Toronto to Edinburgh. The lessening of restrictions led to another new way: hybrid
worship. For those vaccinated and who felt able we starting meeting in the flesh again whilst those at
a distance or who for various reasons felt unable to attend, they could join in on zoom.

Then omicron struck and at the last moment the decision was made to revert to zoom. This was
because only a few people were able to deal with the technology of hybrid worship and they were
either, isolating, vulnerable or away for Christmas.
The internet has held families and communities together over the past two years but nothing beats
meeting together face to face (albeit socially distanced and masked) so a couple of our members
offered to host an outside social occasion in the grounds of the church set around a fire pit. Our
grounds are set next to a busy road intersection so we are visible to many passers-by. Some joined us
for a chat and glass of mulled wine (eco disposable cups provided) or passed the time of day over the
railings. The Christmas story made from old Christmas cards, was fastened onto the railings (with
twine not plastic ties) and home-made knitted angels were hung on the railings for people to take
away with the church’s good wishes. Our nativity figures, made by members of our Junior Church, are
on their third Christmas, and were arranged in various tableaux in the grounds, our gardener had
made a wonderful wreath out of cuttings from the garden 9no plastic holly in sight) and last year’s
“Socially distanced Christmas’ banner made another appearance.
We cannot say that everything was as environmentally friendly as we would have wished. Fire pits
burn logs that release CO2 into the atmosphere; the Christmas story had to be laminated to avoid
becoming a soggy mess and the angels were encased in polybags. Hopefully the latter will be reused
by the recipients and the laminated cards will come out for years to come. As for the fire pit, we
discussed its environmental credentials and maybe next year we will find a different way of achieving
the same result. All in all however, it was a positive experience that enabled us to meet together and
share the good news of Christ’s birth with Chorlton.
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Sustainable Gifts
In the Eco Newsletter just before Christmas we promoted sustainable gift. The Synod stepped up to
the challenge and has bought 5x Send a child to school, 4 x Seeds of Hope and tools of change, 2x
Boabab juice, 2x sustainable business start up and Twinned a fridge for the children in Afhanistan Click
here for more information.
If you are stuck for ideas for family and friend’s gifts or would like to
support of a new Charity as a Church. Why don’t try Send a Cow.

Send a Cow was set up by a group of Christian dairy farmers from the UK in 1988.
Outraged at EU milk quotas, which were forcing them to slaughter healthy dairy cows, and in response
to an appeal from Uganda for milk, they embarked on a project, which was set to become an
innovative and practical charity.
Uganda was just emerging from a long civil war, communities and their farmland had been destroyed
and much of the country's livestock wiped out. Several of the UK farmers flew to Africa to investigate
how they could help.
Meeting with Ugandan farmers, the Bishop of Mukono, and a livestock expert, they saw how
smallholder dairy farming in Africa could work. People there were unable to feed themselves and milk
would provide an instant source of nutrition. They returned to the UK determined to help, and sent
cows from their own herds to Uganda. Send a Cow was born.
We've changed a lot since 1988. We no longer send cows from the UK, we source them locally. In fact,
providing livestock is just a tiny part of what we do. Find out more about how we work
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As you all know, the Synod now have a travelling
Labyrinth that you can reserve to use. Many
Partnerships and Churches are planning to engage
with the Labyrinth in the next few weeks on Away
days, Lent and Easter celebrations etc. The beauty of
a Labyrinth is that we can engage with it indoors and
outdoors (an excellent way to engage with the
community in your Eco Garden)
Labyrinths designed to enable a spiritual journey - an
ancient and powerful spiritual exercise. It’s why
you’ll often find them within medieval cathedrals, for
example. They’ve experienced a revival in recent
years, particularly during lockdown. You journey into
the centre of the labyrinth to meet Jesus, and finally
wend your way back out re-engage with the world,
refreshed, revitalised, and nourished. If you haven’t
experienced labyrinths before, or would like to get
ideas about the different ways you can use them,
this is a workshop for you.
This is what you’ll be doing:
•

Introduction to labyrinths - history, use, types and where they are found.

•

Experience a labyrinth finger tracing meditation

• Other ideas for using labyrinths for personal use and with the public including spaces like
gardens, carparks, schools, church halls etc
•

Local labyrinths in your Synod areas for walking.

•

Next steps

•

Questions

Please let Daleen ten Cate know if you would like to attend the workshop:
Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk and pass it on to as many people as possible
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Just Stop Oil!
I’ve been part of Christian Climate Action recent weekend gathering in January and planning ahead for
growing actions in the UK involving churches.
I’d like to share this with people to invite Chorlton central church/ supporters of Christian climate
action (those wanting to take and support non violent direct action this year and next) to a zoom
meeting on Just Stop Oil, to meet Roger Hallam and Christian activists from churches in the UK.
This is not a general meeting to debate non violent direct action but one which assumes it is a serious,
successful and valid method to respond to the climate emergency we are now in and with a focus on
how Christians across the UK can be actively involved, as non arrestable or arrestable people to give
witness to care for creation, supporting this.
I hope lots will be interested to find out more and to take part regionally with actions and support in
the North West!
If anyone would like to discuss anything related to taking non violent direct action as a Christian or is
new to it or you have questions please phone or text me 07910974355 to arrange to meet or to talk
things through together.
Peace,
Kate (Gray) Synod Green Team

An invitation to CCA members (and their friends)
At our recent conference there was a lot of interest in the new Just Stop Oil campaign. I am writing to
tell you how you can find out more and how you can help.
Our Responsibilities at this time talk: If you’d like to hear more, there will be a full talk on the Just Stop
Oil campaign on Thursday 3rd of February, 7:30 - 9:30pm. Roger Hallam will be our speaker and we will
hear testimonies from CCA members who have already signed up to JSO. There will be break out rooms
and a chance to ask questions. Please register in advance for this meeting here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckd-mqrTkrHNPEXLsNg2cyNWkQKhsEphQB
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
You can alternatively attend the same talk on zoom at 4pm every Sunday:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rdeigqDwjGtCr04Gh-czvLF3gUMVSzgkD
If you’re ready to sign up straight away then please fill in the Action Network form:
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/civil-resistance-2022
If you’d like to support in another way then please get in touch at: ring2021@protonmail.com
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JSO is going to need lots of money. They are asking that people try and donate as much as they can. It
costs approximately £1,000 for each action - to cover accommodation, transport and other expenses.
Please donate whatever you can afford:
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=vz4bixTtyy6XFShvzP1nKEsTUV4R9dRftmZbuDN1e
nsg9gdrJineuRYVp6Vuo7jUgXKuXzKqI54Z5jSQ
Also, if you are quite good with admin could you please consider helping Just Stop Oil mobilise the
churches ? This will involve building up mailing lists, organising online meetings etc. Please let Mark or
Adam know.
Nick Cooper and I have recorded the workshop from the conference on Courage with a short
presentation on Just Stop Oil. A link to that will follow HERE very soon.
I do hope that you will get involved in whatever way is right for you. And last and most importantly
please do pray for this project.
Love and courage
CCA members in Just Stop Oil
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March event online with theologian Alastair McIntosh
To register, please follow the link

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-evening-with-alastair-mcintosh-author-of-riders-on-thestorm-tickets-241835074217?fbclid=IwAR2Y_aaHAKmWpLHQP2zvXOPIrq0VhJcZ5aZra_TY54w0pkM7jE_oqeQAFc
How can we respond faithfully to the climate crisis? Grace Thomas, one of the Diocesan
Environment Officers for Manchester Diocese will host an online discussion with author,
broadcaster and campaigner, Alastair McIntosh in a session focussing on the image 'Learning
to breathe underwater'. With reference to his book 'Riders on the Storm', Alastair will
encourage us all to reflect on how we wade spiritually deeper into issues of climate activism.
This session will be suitable for people concerned with the climate crisis and seeking to discern
how to respond from a faith perspective. Participants may find it helpful to read 'Riders on the
Storm' beforehand, but this is not essential.
Participants will receive a Zoom link via email for this event 24hrs before it goes live
Alastair McIntosh (Scotland) has been described by BBC TV as “one of the world’s leading
environmental campaigners.” A pioneer of modern land reform in Scotland, he helped bring
the Isle of Eigg into community ownership. On the Isle of Harris he negotiated withdrawal of
the world’s biggest cement company (Lafarge) from a devastating “superquarry” plan. He then
served, unpaid to avoid conflicts of interest, on the company’s Sustainability Stakeholders
Panel for 10 years to help further corporate social and environmental responsibility.

Alastair guest lectures on nonviolence at military staff colleges including,for over two decades,
on some of the UK Defence Academy's most senior courses. His books include Soil and Soul:
People versus Corporate Power (Aurum), Spiritual Activism: Leadership as Service (Green
Books), Poacher’s Pilgrimage: an Island Journey (Birlinn 2016, Cascade USA 2018) and Riders
on the Storm (Birlinn 2020) which was long-listed for the Wainwright Prize in Global
Conservation 2021. A Quaker with an interfaith outlook, focusing much of his work around
spirituality, he lives in Glasgow with his wife, Véréne Nicolas. There he is a founding trustee of
the GalGael Trust which works with with poverty, community and human potential, and an
honorary professor in the College of Social Sciences at the University of Glasgow.
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Sustainable Banking

Picking a bank that only invests in ethical initiatives is a great way to support people and the planet.
But with many high street banks putting their customers’ money directly into companies that harm
the environment – like the oil and gas industry – choosing the right one can be tricky.
The current account from Triodos – named the ‘Best Buy’ current account by Ethical Consumer – is
one way to make sure your money is used in the right way. Triodos only lends to organisations that
make a positive impact on people’s lives, protect the planet, or build strong communities. And they
publish every loan they make on their website – unlike any other bank. So you can decide if their
ethics are in line with yours.
You’ll also get one of the UK's most eco-friendly contactless debit cards, made from renewable
resources. And if you’re new to Triodos, they’ll donate £40 to Friends of Earth when your balance
reaches £100 (Eligibility and T&Cs apply).
If those sound like good enough reasons to find out more, you can read all the details on the Triodos
website

Take me to triodos

This summer’s extreme temperatures have brought the need to tackle climate change sharply into
focus. Making sure your money isn’t used to support the biggest culprits is a good place to start.
Aleanna
Supporter Relations Manager
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Saturday Sessions is a weekly series of live, online (Zoom) teaching
sessions, examining different aspects of the climate and ecological
emergency and exploring biblical perspectives and/or ways we
might respond

All sessions run from 11.00am - 12 noon

Over the next few weeks, we continue our series
in low risk and non-arrestable actions

Saturday February 19th
Working with the media

Saturday January 29th
Pilgrimage as Protest

This session focuses on how to make the most of
actions through press releases and social media.

Saturday February 5th
Vigils

Saturday February 26th
Communicating Climate Change

Saturday February 12th
Die-ins

How do we talk about the theology of climate
change?

Register in advance for any of our Saturday Sessions here
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Muddy Church

Click here for more information
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Changemakers Supporter Conference: Real People, Real Change
North West region meeting is on 22nd February at 7.30pm
Following the success of last year’s inaugural online Changemakers Supporter Conference, Christian
Aid supporters across the country will be joining together for an online conference on 20-25 February
2022 on the theme of Real People, Real Change.
This is an exciting opportunity to be inspired by stories from Christian Aid partners in Zimbabwe who
are facing the daily reality of the climate crisis and share ideas around fundraising for Christian Aid
Week, campaigning for climate justice and prayer.
Whether you join the conference for one session or for the whole week, you’ll feel equipped to be a
changemaker in 2022 and join a movement for change this Christian Aid Week.

Are you wondering what Climate Justice campaigning over the last year has achieved and what you
can do now? Then join the Climate Campaigning beyond Cop26 session. Or be inspired by Christian
Aid’s Ambassadors and frontline activists in Whose Prophetic Voice?
Other sessions cover a wide range of stimulating topics including online Bible study with CREAS
(Christian Aid partner in Argentina) and exciting new ways of fundraising and promoting your Christian
Aid Week events. You can also meet other supporters from your area to share ideas and experiences.
Last year’s participants were full of praise:
“It’s rekindled my enthusiasm and inspired me to do more to raise awareness of climate change and
try to get more people in supporting CA campaigns.”
“I appreciated the value of hearing other people's ideas and experiences, and the chance to think
about challenges together.”
“The ministry of Jesus - a rebel with a cause - it’s still relevant today!“
If you support Christian Aid or volunteer to encourage others to give, act and pray during Christian Aid
Week, then this event is for you. For more information and to sign up, visit caid.org.uk/
conference2022
Photo attached:
Climate Campaigners at St Paul’s Cathedral. Credit: Christian Aid / Robin Prime
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Notes to editors:

For more details contact Darren Staunton, Christian Aid’s Church Engagement & Fundraising Officer for
Gr Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside on dstaunton@christian-aid.org or call [01925] 582 826
Christian Aid exists to create a world where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. Poverty is an
outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and lets injustice thrive. But together we have
the power to transform lives.
We are a global movement of people, churches and local organisations who passionately champion
dignity, equality and justice in countries worldwide. We are the changemakers, the peacemakers, the
mighty of heart.
We provide urgent, practical help in times of crisis and beyond. We seek to eradicate extreme poverty by
tackling its root causes. Together with people living in poverty, we amplify our voices to speak truth to
power and create lasting change.
Everyone is equal in the sight of God. For over 75 years, this has inspired us to stand together in solidarity
with our global neighbours, of all faiths and none. Visit https://www.christianaid.org.uk for further
information
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