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 On Saturday 26th March a coffee morning was held to raise funds for Ukraine. The place was packed with many 
visitors, an amazing £2,500 was raised (including gift aid) and folk left with sunflower seeds and yellow and blue 
ribbons and cakes they’d bought from a very well stocked stall. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a lovely morning celebrating the URC's 50
th
 anniversary. As part of the celebration, we 

shared a celebration worship sharing some of our favourite songs. We then planted 50 trees for 50 years 
in our school grounds followed by cream tea. As the sun shone through the windows and the children and 
staff sang and danced, it felt like a special time for our school and in celebration of the United Reformed 
Church. One of our Year 4 pupil's said that 'trees hold our memories' and I couldn't agree more.  I am sure 
that the children, families and staff will hold today in our memories and we look forward to being able to all 
come together to praise and give thanks again soon. 

 

Nicola Mcardle - Headteacher , Barrow URC Primary School 



 



 

 

 A couple of weeks ago volunteers were required at the Vilnius Polish Centre 

in Winton, to sort and pack donations for those closely affected by the terrible 

situation in Ukraine. The centre had agreed to act as a  donation hub for 3 

days and I don't think anyone could have foreseen the amazing 

generosity  that followed.  Absolutely overwhelming- the building was 

inundated with goods, both new and second hand.  Individuals turning up 

with, either a carrier bag,  a car boot, or a van,  full of items that will be 

required for daily living in the coming weeks. Schools and businesses had 

organised their own collections and added these to the vast pile. As soon as 

a loaded lorry left the venue the room filled again and again. (photograph) 

Many  of the people delivering items witnessed the enormity of the task unfolding, rolled up their sleeves 

and assisted to ensure that at the end of those 3 days the lorries were loaded to take the goods to the 

distribution centre in Wrexham. First aid and medications were prioritised followed  by toiletries, nappies 

and sleeping bags. 

Such was the generosity that a location nearby was required to store the last two lorry loads until space 

was available in Wrexham. We offered use of the Scout Hut at Worsley Road, which was appreciated but 

a larger venue was found in Eccles. On Tuesday this week that location was emptied, lorries loaded and 

sent on their way to Wrexham. (Photograph) 

  

 

The people in the photograph are local volunteers, Eccles Fire 

Brigade, the Vilnius Polish centre and 5 from Worsley Road 

URC.  



   

 

In our April session, Instead of focussing on a specific topic or issue, YOU will set the agenda and have 

the opportunity to ask questions of members of the United Reformed Church’s CYDO+ team. 

There will be CYDO+ team members with expertise in children’s work, youth work and families work – 

keen to help you find the answers to anything you might ask. 

Come along and pick their brains – if they don’t know the answer, they’ll be able to point you in the 

direction of someone who does. Thursday, 21st April, 7-8pm. Please share with anyone who may be 

interested and encourage them to book. 

bit.ly/TAAnyQuestions 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FTAAnyQuestions%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2o4pxNe5UHFMbGwYAPJWbhCBRNsEoQ9yqS3vwA7XrVg9x6cgZ9RHzZ2uY&h=AT1hRUC48_VzdoQDWm4B7fgX2Tcnteh0DuUSk7oqvmfDxL7spW9c8oitqWEmrLUQcmkMdb29CwiM-spoc2kN_YwpwpbTlgNxkXzmq6xuutr321aJLWB


  

The Children and Youth Office are running a ‘Design-A-Birthday-Card’ competition to coincide with the 

launch of URC CHILDREN at General Assembly this summer. 

WE are inviting designs from anyone in the age group 12 and under for a birthday card which churches 

and synods can use to send to their children to mark their special day.  

Designs should be on A4 and should include a space for the URC Children logo. Designs may be on 

paper or digital and should be sent to children.youth@urc.org.uk or Children and Youth, United Reformed 

Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT by Friday 10 June 2022. Please also tell us your 

name and age, your connection with the URC, an email address where you can be contacted, and include 

a signature from parent or carer. 

 

 

mailto:children.youth@urc.org.uk


 

 

Our CYDO, along with the children and youth work colleagues from the other northerly synods, are running a 

second Parenting For Faith course. Meeting fortnightly, the 6 sessions are aimed at parents, grandparents, 

carers and those who work with children as part of their church’s mission – including parents & toddler groups 

and Junior Church. 

It is , of course, free of charge. To book a place, please email Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

Organised in conjunction with colleagues from Mersey Synod and other denominations in the North West, 

this conference is for all those who work on behalf of a local church with children and/or young people. 

The day will include keynote speakers, workshops and worship. 

 

Venue: All Hallows Catholic School, Penwortham 

Cost: £10.00 per person 

Tickets: Northwest Childrens & Youth Work Thing! (07-May-2022) · ChurchSuite Events 

 

Workshop topics include: 

• Identifying and Nurturing Young Leaders 

• Growing Faith in Toddler Groups 

• Disability and Inclusion 

• Exploring Faith With Young People 

• Creative Ideas for Prayer and Exploring Faith with Children 

• Supporting Faith at Home 

https://lancasteryouthservice.churchsuite.com/events/5sl3hfws


 

Our popular annual Lay Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Conference 2022 

“The Church in and of the Community” 

 

Thursday 12 May – Saturday 14 May 2022. (Attendance Thursday-Friday, OR Saturday, OR 

Thursday-Saturday. Costings on request) 

 

We plan to hold this on site this year, and the programme will include a visit to a community project 

included in the cost. 

Contact rosalind.selby@lutherking.ac.uk 

for further details, costings and bookings. 

Click here for programme  

 

If you would like to attend the Northern College Church in and of the Community (12-14 May 2022), 
please let Rob Hoch, our Training and Learning Mentor, know. Lay Preachers, whether Assembly 

Accredited or Locally Recognized Worship Leaders (formerly Synod Recognized Worship Leaders), 
qualify for up to £300 per annum. Up to 50% of that may be used for subscriptions. Please email 

Rob at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk for more information. 

mailto:rosalind.selby@lutherking.ac.uk
https://nwsynod.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NoCo-church-in-community-prog-May-2022.pdf
mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk


 

An exciting opportunity to be involved in a progressive, 

inclusive, activist church in Salford!  We are meeting on 30 April led by Revd Steve Chalke (founder of 

Oasis) to encourage a church leadership to launch this exciting new venture.  In partnership with the 

URC this church hopes to reach those who do not have a church or who are looking for something 

different.  Bookings open now!! Church - Oasis Hub MediaCity Uk  

http://www.oasishubmediacityuk.org/activechurch/
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volunteers needed o iron crisp packets into blankets for the Ukrainian Refugees or for the Homeless in 
Salford.  Instructions below...there are 2 options – either people can come to the Hub and collect a bag 
of crisp packets to do at home, or they can come along on Tuesday 12 April from 10am-2pm where we 
are having an ironing day at the Hub.  All welcome! 



 

When we talk about vocations and miniseries we often think about a church’s corporate vision and the 

ministries that occur in the building. It is easy to forget that God also gives personal vocations and 

ministries, many of which might have nothing to do with the church building and everything to do with 

God’s kingdom. 

 

I believe that God regards our personal ministries and vocations of equal importance to congregational 

ministries, and it is essential that we support and equip people to explore these. These under-valued 

ministries can occur in many every-day contexts including work environments, picking up kids from 

school, volunteering, our hobbies and social activities.  

 

This is why our Missional Partnership recently ran the course Fruitfulness on the Frontline at Alkrington 

and Providence URC. This course features two halves. We started with a series of “Frontline Sunday” 

services explored the Bible’s teaching which underpins the theology of personal ministries. This was 

followed up using the “Fruitfulness on the Frontline” which course identified and explored the various 

flavours of personal ministry, including social justice and evangelism. 

 

We are now encouraging other churches to consider using the “Frontline Sundays” content in their 

services. We are offering this content in three forms: 

 

1. The original content and accompanying videos is available from the London Institute of 

 Contemporary Theology (available at www.licc.org.uk and look for “Frontline Sundays”. This gives 

 you signposts in writing your own sermons, and choosing hymns and prayers. 

2. A structured Order of service including hymn choice, prayers and ready-prepared sermon. 

3. The sermon on video including the scripture reading; this can be used in conjunction with the 

 structured order of service. 

 

One of our video blogs explores the Frontline Sundays series in more depth including links to each of the 

pre-recorded sermons. This can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBe0NTGtv3I  

 

 

http://www.licc.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBe0NTGtv3I
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1. Register at Welcome Churches * SEE AT THE END OF the 

document 

2. Help with registering at: preschools, schools, GP’s, and 

dentists 

3. Joining the local library: books, access to WIFI and computers. 

Churches can also offer a laptop and their wifi and support for 

asylum seekers and refugees to fill in electronic forms. 

4. Engage with the Local Colleges to see if they offer English 

classes (ESOL) for refugees and asylumseekers 

5. Churches can offer conversational English: informal chatting. Events that allow for talking and 

socialising and activities are ideal (cycling, gardening, time to tell their stories, games) 

6. Creating a safe space to talk and socialise with children being cared for in the same area but time to 

relax (don’t ask the Refugee to tell their story, wait for the person to open up at their own pace in 

their own time) 

7. Councils should offer an integration programme with an Integration Officer. Find out who that is 

and liaise with them 

8. The Council may have provision for use of swimming pools and gyms etc 

9. ARC (Application Registration Card) for Asylum Seekers and eligibility for £37 per week 

10. Councils are now receiving £10 000 per Ukrainian Refugee – ask questions from Council about how 

they are offering support with this money 

11. Help/go with a family to show them how to use the buses and trains, to understand booking and 

buying tickets and explaining the routes etc. Help to download the Bus/Train apps 

12. Create opportunities for Refugees where we can learn from them, through gardening, teaching 

cooking lessons, and sharing their culture etc  

13. Job Centre introductions to help with CV writing. Organise a trainer to do Food Hygiene and First 

Aid courses. These qualifications often support them in their job application. 

14. As a Church we might be able to help food banks and baby banks etc who might then be providing 

support to these families  

Upbeat communities https://www.upbeatcommunities.org/  

A charity called Baby Basics have an Amazon wish list and the link is below: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/333FVEMF7TEH4?ref_=wl_share 

https://www.upbeatcommunities.org/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/333FVEMF7TEH4?ref_=wl_share


 

 

Education - links with schools. Refugee education uk ( https://www.reuk.org/ ) - this organisation had a 
very interesting speaker and provides support on how to access education when you are a refugee. They 
produce education welcome packs and helpline. 

 

Reset UK - https://resetuk.org/ Community sponsorship - a group of people come together to welcome a 
refugee. They secure housing, make a resettlement plan and then support. 

 

A matching website is now live - www.homesforukraine.org.uk  

 

The sanctuary foundation https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk 

 

Refugees and asylum seekers are a very transient people group. Often, through no choice of their own, 

they are required to move around the UK at short notice. This means that they can arrive in a new place 

feeling isolated and being unfamiliar with their new surroundings. When they move, they often want to find 

another church community quickly, who can welcome them and support them. 

To apply to join the Welcome Network, please fill out our online application form at welcomechurches.org/

join 

 

(359) video1145833614 - YouTube  

https://www.reuk.org/
https://resetuk.org/
http://www.homesforukraine.org.uk
https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk
https://welcomechurches.org/churches/join-the-network/
https://welcomechurches.org/churches/join-the-network/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5V86ybJzQPA


 

As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was invited to 
plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already  took on this challenge. If your church yard doesn't have 
enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local school, park, woodlands or 
abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green Apostles) know at the Synod 
Office  (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod Newsletter in order to spread the good 
news. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Office@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 For your prayers  
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might remember in 

your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send them to 

office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for: 

• For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing difficult  

decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 

• Prayers for Ukraine. A member from Marple Bridge URC (Linda Lamon-Conneely) was recently inspired to 

write a song for the refugees fleeing Ukraine. Perhaps other Churches could sing in support of the people 

currently suffering as they wait to be re-homed.  

 
WE ARE WITH YOU 
 
Key of G major 
 
Verse 1 
As you wander through the darkness, 
Feeling lost and far from home, 
Hearts are reaching out to you in kindness, 
As you face this cruel bitter storm. 
 
Chorus 
We are with you - souls at your side, 
Over mountains, land and sea, 
And we are praying that you will stride, 
Ever closer to love and peace. 
 
Verse 2 
Our thoughts are with you, through your trials, 
To give you strength as onwards you go, 
Your road may be many hundred miles, 
But hold onto hope, for you should know… 
 
Chorus 
We are with you – souls at your side, 
Over mountains, land and sea, 
And we are praying that you will stride, 
Ever closer to love and peace. 
 
Repeat chorus 
We are with you – souls at your side, 
Over mountains, land and sea, 
And we are praying that you will stride, 
Ever closer to love and peace. 
 
 
We Are With You, Linda Lamon, 2022 
 

Please click here for the score  and here for  youtube video  

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aj76WT1qQrU

