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Many Messy Church gatherings have a break over the summer school holidays - it gives everyone
the chance to relax a bit; kids, parents and volunteers!
But how might you share the news that you're not going to be open for a bit?
Come along to this free online session and share your thoughts and concerns, and learn what others
are doing in their situations.
Sign in (no need to sign up) at www.bit.ly/HelloSummerBreak
Monday, May 16th, 7-8:30pm

In our April session, Instead of focussing on a specific topic or issue, YOU will set the agenda and have

the opportunity to ask questions of members of the United Reformed Church’s CYDO+ team.
There will be CYDO+ team members with expertise in children’s work, youth work and families work –
keen to help you find the answers to anything you might ask.
Come along and pick their brains – if they don’t know the answer, they’ll be able to point you in the
direction of someone who does. Thursday, 21st April, 7-8pm. Please share with anyone who may be
interested and encourage them to book.
bit.ly/TAAnyQuestions

The Children and Youth Office are running a ‘Design-A-Birthday-Card’ competition to coincide with the
launch of URC CHILDREN at General Assembly this summer.
WE are inviting designs from anyone in the age group 12 and under for a birthday card which churches
and synods can use to send to their children to mark their special day.
Designs should be on A4 and should include a space for the URC Children logo. Designs may be on
paper or digital and should be sent to children.youth@urc.org.uk or Children and Youth, United Reformed
Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT by Friday 10 June 2022. Please also tell us your
name and age, your connection with the URC, an email address where you can be contacted, and include
a signature from parent or carer.

Our CYDO, along with the children and youth work colleagues from the other northerly synods, are running a
second Parenting For Faith course. Meeting fortnightly, the 6 sessions are aimed at parents, grandparents,
carers and those who work with children as part of their church’s mission – including parents & toddler groups
and Junior Church.
It is , of course, free of charge. To book a place, please email Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

Organised in conjunction with colleagues from Mersey Synod and other denominations in the North West,
this conference is for all those who work on behalf of a local church with children and/or young people.
The day will include keynote speakers, workshops and worship.

Venue: All Hallows Catholic School, Penwortham
Cost: £10.00 per person
Tickets: Northwest Childrens & Youth Work Thing! (07-May-2022) · ChurchSuite Events
Workshop topics include:
•

Identifying and Nurturing Young Leaders

•

Growing Faith in Toddler Groups

•

Disability and Inclusion

•

Exploring Faith With Young People

•

Creative Ideas for Prayer and Exploring Faith with Children

•

Supporting Faith at Home

Our popular annual Lay Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Conference 2022
“The Church in and of the Community”

Thursday 12 May – Saturday 14 May 2022. (Attendance Thursday-Friday, OR Saturday, OR
Thursday-Saturday. Costings on request)

We plan to hold this on site this year, and the programme will include a visit to a community project

included in the cost.
Contact rosalind.selby@lutherking.ac.uk
for further details, costings and bookings.
Click here for programme
If you would like to attend the Northern College Church in and of the Community (12-14 May 2022),
please let Rob Hoch, our Training and Learning Mentor, know. Lay Preachers, whether Assembly
Accredited or Locally Recognized Worship Leaders (formerly Synod Recognized Worship Leaders),
qualify for up to £300 per annum. Up to 50% of that may be used for subscriptions. Please email
Rob at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk for more information.

As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was invited to
plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already took on this challenge. If your church yard doesn't have
enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local school, park, woodlands or
abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green Apostles) know at the Synod
Office (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod Newsletter in order to spread the good
news.

Circumstances in my childhood meant I was probably destined for
the URC. Born in Windsor, I spent my primary school years in
Northwest London where I attended a Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. My family then moved to Sussex and the nearest nonconformist church was Congregational.

I attended Sunday

Schools in both locations so I can claim links with both founder
denominations of the URC.
Having completed ‘A’ levels, I knew that I wanted a career
working with children, but not teaching. My mother had worked as

a physiotherapist and that insight into the medical life drew me to
Great Ormond Street Hospital, where I trained to nurse both children and adults. Further training at King’s
College Hospital saw me qualify as a midwife, and the dual skills prepared me to work in Ghana under the
auspices of Voluntary Service Overseas for two years, where I ran a ‘bush clinic’ for maternity patients
and children under 5 years. It was a real eye-opening experience, and I left a little of my heart in Ghana,
where I was made so welcome by people who had so little, and so few life chances compared to me.
Back in UK, I found work and promotion as a paediatric ward sister initially in Dewsbury, Yorkshire and
then at Wythenshawe Hospital. Then it was time for marriage to Allan and two children of our own to care
for. By this time, we had our first home in Heald Green where we became regular worshippers at the local
URC, and gradually got drawn into taking on various roles, as you do(!) – junior church staff, assistant for
mid-week communion, elder, Synod representative etc.
Having the luxury of being able to work part-time, I returned to working with children in pre-schools,

eventually becoming a mature student to take a relevant degree. My free time was increasingly taken by
church activities, allowing me to become a Local Leader for Rites of Passage and, in retirement, to train
as a Lay Preacher. I felt enthusiasm at the formation of the Missional Partnerships, and I have somehow
ended up as the convenor for the South Manchester one.
I have been blessed with so many great opportunities. Even the pandemic brought a chance to develop
my pastoral skills as I cycled round the neighbourhood delivering our church magazine to members and
holding conversations on their doorsteps. I usually feel closer to God and most inspired, when I am
outdoors, engaged in the world, or in a garden (our own, the church’s, or any other), walking or camping.

For your prayers
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might
remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send

them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.
This week we invite you to pray for:
•

For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing
difficult decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings.

•

Prayer for Ukraine. This is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team of the United Reformed
Church, Methodist Church and Baptist Union. The text may be shared and reproduced for nonmonetised purposes. For all other uses, contact enquiries@jointpublicissues.org.uk.

God of all,
with alarm and concern we bring before you
the military intervention in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and flourishing,
we lament the use of armed force.
We mourn every casualty of this conflict,
every precious life extinguished by war.
We pray comfort for those who grieve
and those who are fearful.
Hear our longing that leaders and nations
will honour the worth of all people
by having the courage
to resolve conflict through dialogue.
May all our human failings be transformed

by your wonderful grace and goodness.
We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.
Amen.

