
 Page 1  Shaw & Heyside URC  

 Page 2 Visit NWSynod studio by the URC Communications Officer  

 

 

 Page 3 Re-kindle—Radcliffe & Stand  

 Page 4 HeartEdge—Humbler Church: Bigger God  

 Page 5 City Wires  

 Page 6 Exploring the Sheffield Model (2) 

 Page 7 Enquirers’ Event  

 Page 8 Hybrid Church Meet up 

 Page 9 Lay Preachers and worship leaders conference  

 

 

 Page 10 Messy Summer holidays   

 Page 11 Competition time   

 Page 12 Parenting For Faith 

 

 

 

 Page 13 Tree planting for the 50th Anniversary of the United Reformed Church 

 Page 14 Moderator speaks out on asylum plans 

 

 

 

 Page 15 Meet...Allan Haigh  

 Page 16 For your Prayers  

Children & Youth Work  

Good News Stories  

News  

Events   

People & Prayers  



   

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  

 

It is a gathering for those living with Memory Loss, either as a sufferer or as a supporter. We are aiming to 
provide a safe and friendly place to socialise and to join in a program of music, opportunities to jog 
memories, do simple crafts, puzzles and more, together with the opportunity to make new friends over a 
cuppa and a chat. We are calling the group “Re-Kindle” as our aim is to re-kindle memories and to 
encourage those who attend to get back to socialising again after the isolation associated with Covid and 
Lockdowns. 

 

The group will meet once a month on the 1
st
 Wednesday of the month from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Our first 

meeting will be on Wednesday 4
th
 May in the church Hall. We have good Car Parking facilities and are well 

situated for public transport. 

 

This will be our second major initiative to provide help and support to our local community. Our first initiative 
is a Community Cafe which is now well established and is open each Tuesday between 10.00am and 
2.00pm serving teas, coffees, light lunches etc   

 

rekindle@radcliffeurc.org.uk  

mailto:rekindle@radcliffeurc.org.uk


 

 

Events - HeartEdge  

https://bit.ly/3s8wACW 

andy.salmon@smitf.org 

reception@lkh.co.uk 

https://www.heartedge.org/about-us/events/profile/humbler-church-bigger-god-conference/1
https://bit.ly/3s8wACW
mailto:andy.salmon@smitf.org
mailto:reception@lkh.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring the Sheffield Model (1) 

Remember the evening on Zoom spent exploring the Sheffield Team model of ministry on 26 November 
last year?  Revd Jamie Kissack, the Yorkshire Synod Moderator, and the members of the Sheffield Team 
talked us through how it works for them as ministers, and how it works for the Sheffield group of 
churches.  We explored it because its the nearest example of a Missional Partnership-like set up, it has 
been going for some time, and it really works.   

 

The good news is that we’re gearing up for round two in the near future - this time with a team of lay 
people from Sheffield. 

 

Round two! 

The most memorable takeaway from the event last year was that neither the Sheffield ministers nor the 
churches would go back to the “traditional” model of ministry.  That was particularly surprising, given that 
two of the Sheffield ministers had come from a single church pastorate (on the one hand) and that the 
consensus of the churches was that they experienced more ministry through the Team model, rather than 
less (on the other). 

 

The request from many of the lay members of the Missional Partnership Steering Groups was that we ask 
Sheffield for a follow-up evening, this time specifically for lay people.  It came from most of the 
Partnerships.  

 

I’m very glad to report that the request has been enthusiastically received, and that the Team is identifying 
a group of lay people and a date for round two. 

 

Looking ahead 

Keep an eye to here for further details.  In the meantime, if you haven’t done so already - or if you’d like to 
do so again - have a look at the video recording of the meeting last November.  You’ll find it here: https://
youtu.be/ofAwiJPecqk.  If you do nothing else, listen to Jamie Kissack’s introduction at the very outset of 
the recording (ie the first 3:30 mins): it’s important to stress that the Sheffield Model is offered as an 
example of team ministry over a geographical area that works, and as an aid to helping us work out for 
ourselves how we might construct a model (or models) that work for us. 

Lawrence Moore, Mission Mentor (Central Area) 

https://youtu.be/ofAwiJPecqk
https://youtu.be/ofAwiJPecqk


 



 



 

Our popular annual Lay Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Conference 2022 

“The Church in and of the Community” 

 

Thursday 12 May – Saturday 14 May 2022. (Attendance Thursday-Friday, OR Saturday, OR 

Thursday-Saturday. Costings on request) 

 

We plan to hold this on site this year, and the programme will include a visit to a community project 

included in the cost. 

Contact rosalind.selby@lutherking.ac.uk 

for further details, costings and bookings. 

Click here for programme  

 

If you would like to attend the Northern College Church in and of the Community (12-14 May 2022), 
please let Rob Hoch, our Training and Learning Mentor, know. Lay Preachers, whether Assembly 

Accredited or Locally Recognized Worship Leaders (formerly Synod Recognized Worship Leaders), 
qualify for up to £300 per annum. Up to 50% of that may be used for subscriptions. Please email 

Rob at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk for more information. 

mailto:rosalind.selby@lutherking.ac.uk
https://nwsynod.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NoCo-church-in-community-prog-May-2022.pdf
mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

 

  

 

Many Messy Church gatherings have a break over the summer school holidays - it gives everyone 
the chance to relax a bit; kids, parents and volunteers! 

But how might you share the news that you're not going to be open for a bit? 

Come along to this free online session and share your thoughts and concerns, and learn what others 
are doing in their situations. 

Sign in (no need to sign up) at www.bit.ly/HelloSummerBreak 

Monday, May 16th, 7-8:30pm 

http://www.bit.ly/HelloSummerBreak


  

The Children and Youth Office are running a ‘Design-A-Birthday-Card’ competition to coincide with the 

launch of URC CHILDREN at General Assembly this summer. 

WE are inviting designs from anyone in the age group 12 and under for a birthday card which churches 

and synods can use to send to their children to mark their special day.  

Designs should be on A4 and should include a space for the URC Children logo. Designs may be on 

paper or digital and should be sent to children.youth@urc.org.uk or Children and Youth, United Reformed 

Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT by Friday 10 June 2022. Please also tell us your 

name and age, your connection with the URC, an email address where you can be contacted, and include 

a signature from parent or carer. 

 

 

mailto:children.youth@urc.org.uk


 

 

Our CYDO, along with the children and youth work colleagues from the other northerly synods, are running a 

second Parenting For Faith course. Meeting fortnightly, the 6 sessions are aimed at parents, grandparents, 

carers and those who work with children as part of their church’s mission – including parents & toddler groups 

and Junior Church. 

It is , of course, free of charge. To book a place, please email Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


 

The Moderator of General Assembly, Revd Clare Downing, has issued a statement regarding recent 

developments around immigration policy, saying “to fail to speak out would be a denial of our gospel 

calling.” 

On 14 April, the Government announced a plan to send some asylum seekers arriving in the UK to 
Rwanda, prompting widespread criticism, including from the Archbishop of Canterbury in his Easter 
sermon.  
 
Then on 20 April, MPs voted to reject amendments to the Nationality and Borders Bill made by the 
House of Lords which would have expanded and protected family reunion rights, enabled asylum 
seekers to work, established a target for resettlement, and amended the discriminatory two-tier system 
proposed for asylum seekers. Ahead of that vote, church leaders had urged MPs to support the 
amendments.  
 
This followed a joint letter signed by over 1000 faith leaders in February expressing horror about the 
potential repercussions of the Bill. 

Revd Clare Downing said:  

“Church leaders have been criticised for joining the debate about asylum and immigration plans. But in 

the face of unfair and cruel proposals, to fail to speak out would be a denial of our gospel calling. The 

Biblical mandate is that righteous nations ‘welcome the stranger’.  

While recognising the many complexities involved in setting immigration policy amid the challenges of 

the contemporary world, we are clear that every individual, whatever their status, should be treated by 

the state with humanity, dignity, respect and fairness. 

To criminalise and discriminate against those asylum seekers who currently have little choice but to 

arrive in the UK through ‘irregular routes’, when the majority have a legitimate basis for their asylum 

claim, is a disgraceful and dishonourable policy. 

To export some of those seeking asylum to Rwanda is a denial of the UK’s responsibilities and of the 

rights and dignity of refugees. Questions have rightly been raised about Rwanda’s record on human 

rights and the treatment of LGBT people in particular. 

There are many more suitable options open to the government that would save lives in the Channel and 

tackle people-smuggling, including the establishment of new safe and legal routes for people to come to 

the UK, allowing refugees to reunite with their families, and providing increased international 

development assistance to countries that neighbour conflict and crisis. 

As we said in our letter to MPs ahead of the vote in parliament, we will not stop advocating for love to be 

shown to our neighbour through the policies and practices in our asylum system. Our churches will 

continue to come alongside those who remain in desperate need of our friendship and welcome.” 

The Nationality and Borders Bill now returns to the House of Lords for further consideration. For the 
latest updates, and guidance on how you can raise your voice about the Bill, visit the Joint Public Issues 
Team website. The Joint Public Issues Team is the means through which the Baptist, Methodist, and 
United Reformed Churches work together on issues of peace and social justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/sermons/archbishop-justins-sermon-easter-day-holy-communion-canterbury-cathedral
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/sermons/archbishop-justins-sermon-easter-day-holy-communion-canterbury-cathedral
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/senior-church-leaders-write-to-mps-ahead-of-vote-on-the-nationality-borders-bill/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/senior-church-leaders-write-to-mps-ahead-of-vote-on-the-nationality-borders-bill/
https://urc.org.uk/more-than-1000-horrified-faith-leaders-urge-pm-to-rethink-refugee-bill/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/senior-church-leaders-write-to-mps-ahead-of-vote-on-the-nationality-borders-bill/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/nationalityandbordersbill/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/nationalityandbordersbill/


 

As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was invited to 
plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already  took on this challenge. If your church yard doesn't have 
enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local school, park, woodlands or 
abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green Apostles) know at the Synod 
Office  (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod Newsletter in order to spread the good 
news. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Office@nwsynod.org.uk


 

I grew up in Littleborough, Lancashire and attended Bury Grammar 

School. I was a member of a scout group attached to a Methodist 

Church which gave me my first contact with Christian life and 

principles. I studied Electronic & Electrical Engineering at Birmingham 

University, followed by a postgraduate course at Imperial College 

London, obtaining an MSc in Control Systems. Whilst in London I also 

met my wife Alison who was nursing at Great Ormond Street. 

Upon leaving university I joined Ferranti Computer Systems based at 

Wythenshawe who at the time were one of the leading companies in 

computer-based industrial control systems. My first project was for the monitoring of the BP Forties oil 

rigs and the flow of oil to BP’s refinery at Grangemouth. Subsequent projects involved trips to the Caltex 

refinery in Cape Town and BP’s refinery in Rotterdam. As the application of computer systems diversified 

I was further involved in the design of the manufacturing plant for Cadbury’s Crunchie bars, the 

manufacture of biscuits in Antwerp and Severn Trent Water’s distributed telemetry system. Ferranti’s 

expertise in designing control applications led to the development of a line-of-sight signalling control 

system for Croydon Tramlink which entered service in 2000. The success of that project then resulted in 

the award of a contract for the upgrade of the Manchester Metrolink network in 2008, the control system 

being converted from the original block-signalling system and enabling the necessary throughput of 

trams to service all the new lines being constructed. 

Whilst working, I enjoyed playing squash and badminton with my work colleagues. I also found that 

lunchtime exercise in the form of either running or swimming was a useful break from the office 

environment, as well as keeping myself fit (a regime that I still try and follow in retirement). Since 

retirement I have regularly joined friends for walks in the peak district as well as expeditions to Scotland 

to climb Munros. 

Alison and I were married in 1980 and joined the nearby Long Lane URC in Heald Green. We have two 

children Christine and Ian and as a family we enjoyed the Weekend of Fellowship Conference meetings 

held annually at Swanwick. I became secretary for the conference’s final year before it finished in 1996. 

Long Lane URC was in the South Cheadle Group joint pastorate with St Columba’s and Swann Lane 

and I was appointed as Pastorate Treasurer from 1990 until 1997. Subsequently the congregations of 

Long Lane and St Columba’s merged to form Heald Green URC. The escape from treasurer duties did 

not last very long (!) as I was then appointed treasurer of Heald Green URC in 2004 and became an 

Elder. My experience as a Church Treasurer has resulted in me latterly being appointed as Finance 

Officer for the South Area Pastorate, giving me the opportunity to join with the Synod management team 

in supporting the work of all our churches. 

 



 

 For your prayers  
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might 

remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send 

them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for: 

• For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing 

difficult  decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 

• Prayer for Ukraine. This is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team of the United Reformed 

Church, Methodist Church and Baptist Union. The text may be shared and reproduced for non-

monetised purposes. For all other uses, contact enquiries@jointpublicissues.org.uk. 

God of all, 

with alarm and concern we bring before you 

the military intervention in Ukraine. 

In a world you made for peace and flourishing, 

we lament the use of armed force. 

We mourn every casualty of this conflict, 

every precious life extinguished by war. 

We pray comfort for those who grieve 

and those who are fearful. 

Hear our longing that leaders and nations 

will honour the worth of all people 

by having the courage 

to resolve conflict through dialogue. 

May all our human failings be transformed 

by your wonderful grace and goodness. 

We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation. 

Amen.  

 

 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@jointpublicissues.org.uk

