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For your Prayers

As part of our efforts to build relationships with the Northerly Synods, we were delighted to host a visit to
our new offices by Mersey Synod. We had a good morning getting to know one another better, and
talking to the staff from Mersey about how we hope to share the resources available at the office with
local churches.

It was really good to welcome Rev’d Philip Brooks, newly appointed Deputy General

Secretary for Mission who was also visiting the office. We rounded off the visit by sharing lunch. Watch
this space for new ventures with Mersey Synod!

In 2014 two struggling congregations in Little Hulton merged to move forward together in worship and
service in one of the most deprived communities in Salford. Last Sunday, 24th April 2022, after many
years of planning, Wharton and Cleggs Lane Church, a Methodist/URC LEP, celebrated the official
opening of its new church and community centre with an all-age Dedication Service, after which a tree
was planted to mark the occasion; rooted in the present to grow with the church and the many future
generations it will serve. Without the support of both denominations we could not have achieved the
completion of this magnificent new building, and we would like to express our thanks to all who have
supported us on this journey.
Please see a short video - Wharton and Cleggs Lane: A Love Story https://youtu.be/HoOcUYjBZ7A
created by Kevin Snyman Programme Officer - URC Global Justice & Partnerships

We are happy to announce additional sacraments training on the following dates, either in person or by
way of Zoom:
•

Sacrament Communion 7 June | 10:30 am to 12:00 pm, face to face – location St Andrew & St
Georges;

•

·Sacrament Communion 9 June | 7 pm to 9:30 pm, Zoom (link below) limited spaces left!

•

Sacrament Baptism: 14 June | 10:30 a.m. to 12 pm, face to face – location Radcliffe & Stand;

•

Sacrament Baptism: 22 June | 7 pm to 9:30 pm, Zoom (link below).

Primary course leadership will be by Rev. Jacky Embry, Bolton & Salford Missional Partnership. Rev. Dr.
Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, will support.
Please email Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk to secure your spot as soon as possible. Each section
(face to face and Zoom) is limited to 30 people.
If this is your first training, please write in your subject line, “First Sacrament Training” — you will need a

mentor for the first year of your service as a presider.
If you have questions, please contact me, Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89187283565?pwd=L01rRUp5UWNFa3JtaHVpZ0FXTU5YUT09

Come to church at Greenbelt on Sunday 28 August, which will begin with one of the largest and most
memorable communion services you’ve ever been part of, listen to superb music from Guvna B and Martyn
Joseph, and join us for a special 50th birthday party that reflects the rich diversity of the URC.

Throughout the August bank holiday weekend, we’ll have a full programme running in our new café
(yoURCafé) which challenges and inspires, equips and entertains. Worship, discussion, music, bedtime
stories and superb crafts on our theme of ‘Revolting Christians’ combine with great coffee and tea,
delicious treats and affordable meals.
We have just a few spaces left for volunteers to join us so if you or someone you know can roll up their
sleeves, get stuck in and make an excellent cup of tea, we’d love to hear from you!
Closing date for applications: Tuesday 31 May 2022

Ever thought of venturing out as a church group to Greenbelt? It is an excellent way to engage with faith,
arts, music and activism as well as deepening in fellowship together over the last weekend in August.
Boughton House near Kettering is a delightful setting. There is something for everyone and all ages at
Greenbelt, whether you have not even started your faith journey yet or have been ‘walking the way’ for
many years.
Flyer is on the next page and we urge you to share it as much as possible so that we can have the biggest
ever URC participation at Greenbelt. If you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch with me or
head over to our webpage, where you can keep up-to-date with what we are doing: https://urc.org.uk/
greenbelt/

https://urc.org.uk/greenbelt

revoltingchristian@urc.org.uk

www.bit.ly/50bunting

revoltingchristian@urc.org.uk

Buy Tickets - Greenbelt

Thursday 5 May, 1.30 – 2.30pm
A monthly space for busy activists, ministers and others to reflect together..
The next Church on the Edge session will be held on Thursday 5 May from
1:30pm to 2:30pm. May’s session will be led by Victoria Turner, who will
share some content from the new book she has edited “Young, Woke and
Christian: Words from a Missing Generation”, exploring why it’s relevant for
people in local churches who are seeking to deepen their engagement in
Mission, and highlight some examples of actions which individuals and
churches might take in response.
Join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89282111517
Are you a busy activist, minister or others engaged in community ministry
(however you might choose to interpret that term), and need a space to
meet with others, to be open and honest about current difficulties, and to seek support from each other
in living through these challenging times? The Church at the Edge monthly Zoom sessions, brought to
you by Church Action on Poverty and the URC's 'New Reality Same Mission' group, are an opportunity
to take an hour away from the business of life, to reflect, recharge and be inspired…
In each session, we are joined by a speaker sharing their own personal reflections on the broad theme
of what it means to be a Church on the Edge, followed by an opportunity to reflect on the theme, and to
share and reflect together with others in small groups. It is very definitely a space to relax and reflect,
not a meeting or workshop.

Jesus did a lot of his teaching by telling stories - we call them parables - but he was telling stories.
Nowadays when we think about telling stories we tend to imagine an audience of children but are the 'rules'
for storytelling the same whatever the age of the listener?
Come along on May 26th (7-8pm) and learn more about the art of storytelling from 2 special guests:
Martyn Payne works for Messy Church. He has lots of experience in telling stories and is the author of
‘Creative Ways To Tell A Bible Story’ (BRF Publications). The Weekend before the ‘Talking About…’
session he will be at the Messy Church conference where he will be hosting a workshop about open-air
storytelling! Maybe he’ll have a few thoughts from that that can spill over into our session.
We will also be joined by a member of the CYDO+ team who uses stories to engage children, young people,
and intergenerational groups with faith development.
Tickets are free - so invite your friends/colleagues!
www.bit.ly/3jDdAbP

Many Messy Church gatherings have a break over the summer school holidays - it gives everyone
the chance to relax a bit; kids, parents and volunteers!
But how might you share the news that you're not going to be open for a bit?
Come along to this free online session and share your thoughts and concerns, and learn what others
are doing in their situations.
Sign in (no need to sign up) at www.bit.ly/HelloSummerBreak
Monday, May 16th, 7-8:30pm

The Children and Youth Office are running a ‘Design-A-Birthday-Card’ competition to coincide with the
launch of URC CHILDREN at General Assembly this summer.
WE are inviting designs from anyone in the age group 12 and under for a birthday card which churches
and synods can use to send to their children to mark their special day.
Designs should be on A4 and should include a space for the URC Children logo. Designs may be on
paper or digital and should be sent to children.youth@urc.org.uk or Children and Youth, United Reformed
Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT by Friday 10 June 2022. Please also tell us your
name and age, your connection with the URC, an email address where you can be contacted, and include
a signature from parent or carer.

Our CYDO, along with the children and youth work colleagues from the other northerly synods, are running a
second Parenting For Faith course. Meeting fortnightly, the 6 sessions are aimed at parents, grandparents,
carers and those who work with children as part of their church’s mission – including parents & toddler groups
and Junior Church.
It is , of course, free of charge. To book a place, please email Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was invited to
plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already took on this challenge. If your church yard doesn't have
enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local school, park, woodlands or
abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green Apostles) know at the Synod
Office (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod Newsletter in order to spread the good
news.

I was Born in Grovesend near Swansea in 1940 I moved to Colne,
Lancashire in 1949 where me and my family joined Dockray Street
Congregational church and
this is where I met Margaret and we married in 1965.
On leaving school I took a 5year Mechanical Engineering
Apprenticeship at Rolls Royce Aero Engines in Barnoldswick and
then in 1967 I joined the Royal Ordnance Factory in Blackburn (now
Royal Ordnance and part of BAE Systems) where I worked as a
Chartered Mechanical and Production Engineer eventually becoming
a departmental manager in charge of design and development work which took me to many different
countries in Europe and Scandinavia as well as to the USA and China.
Margaret and I moved to live near Preston because of my work. Because of a connection between the
Dockray Street Church in Colne and Furthergate Church in Blackburn we joined Furthergate which later
became Westbury Gardens United Reformed Church.
Following early retirement in 1992 I joined Galloways Blind Welfare in Preston as their Business
Manager and Trustee, helping to promote and develop services to help those who are blind or who have
poor eyesight part of which involved setting up a mobile service to serve people in remote areas of
Lancashire. Whilst I was working with Galloways I arranged for Reform Magazine to be recorded onto
Tape, for those with poor eyesight, by a team of local URC members.
I am a Friend of the Christian Reconciliation Community Corrymeela, supports the Iona Community - a
Peace focused Christian ecumenical community, and have represented Churches Together in
Lancashire as a member of Blackburn Cathedral Council.
I was ordained as an Elder of Westbury Gardens URC in 1994, lead worship and have served the URC’s
North Western Synod as the Lancashire District Secretary, and as a member of the Synod’s Executive
and Resources Committees. I have also served as District Secretary and Chair of the Lancashire District
Council /Area, I have been a member of the Lancashire District Pastoral Committee and served as an
Interim Moderator at St Annes, Elswick and Tonge Moor URCs. I am an Elder and the Church Secretary
at Westbury Gardens URC.
I am involved in Interfaith and Community work and was a founder member and Trustee firstly of Building
Bridges Pendle and then Blackburn with Darwen Interfaith Forums where I served as its Chair and I am
currently the Blackburn with Darwen Interfaith Forum’s Secretary working with schools, Colleges, local

authorities, and people from all the 6 major world faiths or none. Each year I work, on behalf of the
Interfaith Forum, with Town Council Colleagues to mark Holocaust Memorial Day in Blackburn which
includes working with different groups and 8 local secondary schools.

I was instrumental in setting up Blackburn East Area Community Help Partnership Ltd (BEACH
Partnership Ltd) in 2001, a community business and church outreach programme aiming to make things
better in East Blackburn through community project work and started BEACH Sporting club soon after to
provide football and Judo for local young people.
Since 2014 I have been chair of the North and East Blackburn Pastorates Church Related Community
Work (CRCW) ministry steering group and one year later I became a member of the URC’s National
CRCW subcommittee. I have also served as URC General Assembly Moderator from 2018 to 2020
which gave me the opportunity to serve and represent the URC in many ways including promoting work
that seeks to better understand and address the Israel/ Palestine situation by encouraging and
supporting that work and through visits to the Holy Land and subsequent follow up work in the UK.
I am currently the Convenor of the Lancashire Area Pastoral Committee and a member of the NW Synod
Pastoral Committee.
I enjoy walking and reading. Being born in Wales I support the Welsh National Rugby team as well as
Liverpool football Club and I love spending time with my wife, son and daughter and their families and I
have 7 grandchildren and 1 great granddaughter.

For your prayers
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might
remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send

them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.
This week we invite you to pray for:
•

For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing
difficult decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings.

•

Prayer for Ukraine. This is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team of the United Reformed
Church, Methodist Church and Baptist Union. The text may be shared and reproduced for nonmonetised purposes. For all other uses, contact enquiries@jointpublicissues.org.uk.

God of all,
with alarm and concern we bring before you
the military intervention in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and flourishing,
we lament the use of armed force.
We mourn every casualty of this conflict,
every precious life extinguished by war.
We pray comfort for those who grieve
and those who are fearful.
Hear our longing that leaders and nations
will honour the worth of all people
by having the courage
to resolve conflict through dialogue.
May all our human failings be transformed

by your wonderful grace and goodness.
We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.
Amen.

