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What do you think? Are you a family with big ideas?
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For your Prayers

This year our 373rd Church Anniversary falls on the 5th June, the same weekend as the Queen’s
platinum jubilee & the URC’s 50th anniversary this year.

The service commencing at 2.30 will be led by Helen & Steven Hardman from Inglewhite Congregational
Church.
Children will leave the service after their address to paint anniversary mugs & various activities before
joining the adults in the “Old Church” for afternoon tea. At the conclusion of the food there will be
community singing & the national anthem played. All will then exit to the front of Church when an
Anniversary tree will be planted & activities & games continue for the children.
Please let me know for catering purposes if you would like to join us.

Tel No. 01995 670816

The following weekend our new Rose Queen Evie will be crowned with celebrations on Sunday 12th
June.
Sam Kernohan

Bury United Reformed Church started their support for Christian Aid Week by having a lunch following the
Sunday service on 15th May 2022. Our service which included Holy Communion was led by Rev Anne

Stokes. Friends from Blackford Bridge URC also joined us for lunch. The lunch included lasagne, spicy
chicken and chorizo, potato and bean casserole and plant-based sausage casserole. Together with a
various selection of rice, pasta, homemade bread, cheese and onion flan,

salads following with a

selection of sumptuous sweets – Eton mess, fruit flan, jellies, cakes and cheese and biscuits. A lovely
time of fellowship but a mountain of washing up (think they were bringing some from next door).
Donations for lunch was given to support Christian Aid.
On Saturday 21st May Bury URC organised two collection points in Bury Town centre as part of a joint
venture with Bury Churches Together who have given their support with volunteers

to help with

collecting , counting the donations and helping in the cafe serving tea, coffee and cake on the day.

On Sunday, 26th June TOCKHOLES CHAPEL will celebrate a Wondrous Anniversary – ‘360 years of life
in our village!’
Worship on this special day will be led by Rev. Sarah Moore who I’m sure you will remember was our
Minister at Tockholes until 2012, and a much-loved member of our community. Perhaps you would like to
join us and meet-up with her again, to hear about her news of worship in the Lake District and
Scotland.
We will also be able to enjoy the singing of the choir from Darwen Central United Reformed Church who
will be joining us on this occasion.
Tockholes Chapel has been a source of solace, welcoming villagers through its doors for baptisms,
weddings and funerals in times of hardship and plenty over the years. We would very much like your
support on this special day (and for many more years to come!)
This invitation is open to all our villagers and friends, old and new, please come along and enjoy this very
special day with us. SUNDAY 26th JUNE, 2PM.
Afternoon Tea will be served in Chapel after the Service

On Monday we had a team building day at the Synod Office. We thought this would help develop
more positive relationships between staff and motivate us towards a more effective workplace.
We started off the day with some safeguarding training from our Safeguarding Officer Julie
Rafferty which was really interesting and informative…if you haven’t already completed this
training, it is a must! Lawrence Moore (Central Area Mission Mentor) then gave staff members a
brief tour of our Studio demonstrating how to use the equipment. We then ended the day with
Ten pin bowling which provided some healthy competition for most of us…I’m naming no names!
Lol! All the team did so well but Leo Roberts (CYDO) smashed it with strike after strike (and he
claims he last went bowling 10 years ago) hhmmm!

The United Reformed Church is launching the Newbigin Pioneering Hub to offer a space for Pioneers to
connect and learn.
The lay training course will begin in September 2022 and will be run by Seedbeds and the Church
Mission Society (CMS) who have a history of offering training for Pioneering ministry. The Hub will be
cited in a current and active Pioneering project at Lodge Road URC/Community Church, Birmingham.
The Hub will also seek to connect current pioneers to offer and receive support and networking
opportunities.
We are offering a ‘taster day’ for everyone to find out more on Saturday 21 May from 11-3pm. This is
an opportunity to connect and find out more about the ‘Community of Pioneers’ and the ‘Certificate in
Pioneer Mission’ course that will be run by the ‘Newbigin Pioneering Hub’. This interactive day will be
led by Newbigin Pioneering Hub leader Revd Dr Ash Barker and Jonny Baker of CMS with local ‘Stories
of Hope’ in Winson Green. Click here to book a place: https://bit.ly/3KJjNit
‘The Church in each place is to be the sign, instrument and foretaste of the reign of God present in
Christ for that place; a sign, planted in the midst of the present realities of the place but pointing beyond
them to the future which God has promised; an instrument available for God’s use in the doing of his will
for that place; a foretaste – manifesting and enjoying already in the midst of the messianic tribulations a
genuine foretaste of the peace and joy of God’s reign.’ – Lesslie Newbigin
On Saturday 2 July there will be the Newbigin Public Lecture given by Cathy Ross, leader of the
Pioneer Mission Leadership Training Centre of CMS. At that event we will also offer thanks and
celebrate that we are establishing a Pioneering Hub in our 50th anniversary year, and focus on the
possibilities, joys and dreams we have around developing lay pioneering, training and support in the
URC. This event will run from 1-4pm at Lodge Road, URC/Community Church, Birmingham. Register
here to secure your place: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/newbigin-annual-public-lecture-celebration-ofnewbigin-pioneering-hub-tickets-333560056107

To apply contact ministries.pa@urc.org.uk

We are happy to announce additional sacraments training on the following dates, either in person or by
way of Zoom:
•

Sacrament Communion 7 June | 10:30 am to 12:00 pm, face to face – location St Andrew & St
Georges;

•

Sacrament Baptism: 14 June | 10:30 a.m. to 12 pm, face to face – location Radcliffe & Stand;

•

Sacrament Baptism: 22 June | 7 pm to 9:30 pm, Zoom (link below) !! limited spaces left !!

Primary course leadership will be by Rev. Jacky Embrey, Bolton & Salford Missional Partnership. Rev.
Dr. Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, will support.
Please email Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk to secure your spot as soon as possible. Each section
(face to face and Zoom) is limited to 30 people.
If this is your first training, please write in your subject line, “First Sacrament Training” — you will need a

mentor for the first year of your service as a presider.
If you have questions, please contact me, Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89187283565?pwd=L01rRUp5UWNFa3JtaHVpZ0FXTU5YUT09

Paul.barrett@lutherking.ac.uk

Tuesday, 24th May at 7.30 pm
“A congregation of one million – Protestant
worship and the Italian state broadcaster”
an evening with Luca Baratto of the Federation of Protestant Churches
in Italy.
For many years Luca was the ‘voice’ of the Federation’s weekly radio broadcast of worship on Sunday
mornings; he is now the Federation’s General Secretary.
As part of his studies, Luca spent a year (1991 – 1992) at Northern College in Manchester before being
ordained as a Waldensian pastor.
It’s a fascinating story. Luca may well be happy to talk about other aspects of his work as well.
Do join us on Zoom. All are welcome!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476125567?pwd=MFFTR3F5c0REU2lOYkVLa2x1cU5qdz09
Meeting ID: 844 7612 5567
Passcode: 326951

Whether you have been involved in a holiday club before or are just starting to think about one
for the first time, this is the event for you.
Come and hear about this year’s exciting holiday club material ‘Time Travellers’.
There will also be an opportunity to share and explore ideas and ways to help in the running
and planning of a holiday club.
Learn about what grants are available to help you make the best use of the material and
develop your ministry with children.

The Time Travellers material has been written by the CYDO+ team (including original music
by our CYDO, Leo) and will be available to download FREE of charge. It comes with material
to run 5 sessions, links to additional resources on YouTube, and focusses on meeting
children/young people who were witnesses to events in the Bible.
To get your free ticket to this URC holiday club discussion and advice session, simply
register at:
URC holiday club discussion and advice Tickets, Wed 25 May 2022 at 19:30 | Eventbrite

The children’s and youth team for the 5 northerly synods have been offering advice and support to

Messy Churches throughout our region. 4 times a year, we hold a Zoom meeting for anyone who is
interested to look at how Messy Churches might explore an upcoming theme.
On 5th September, we will be exploring the theme of Harvest… come along and get some ideas – or
share what you are thinking of doing – with Messy Church volunteers from across the 5 northerly synods.
bit.ly/5NSMessyHarvest

Our CYDO, along with the children and youth work colleagues from the other northerly synods, are running a
second Parenting For Faith course. Meeting fortnightly, the 6 sessions are aimed at parents, grandparents,
carers and those who work with children as part of their church’s mission – including parents & toddler groups
and Junior Church.
It is , of course, free of charge. To book a place, please email Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

Are you aged 5 – 11?
Are you a young family with big ideas?
Do you want to be involved in designing a new resource for the URC?
You are invited to come and take part
The creative team who are putting together this year’s Advent Resource would like to hear from you
Come along to one of the focus group sessions below (Or both) meet new friends, have some fun, share
big ideas and have your voice heard
We want to create something this year based on what you need and would find useful in celebrating Advent and telling others about Jesus.
May 29th 3pm till 4pm for all those aged 5 – 11
June 12th 3pm till 4pm for young families, parents, carers and under 5s
To book a place simply click here https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-advent-together-focus-group-tickets
-334385565227

Jesus did a lot of his teaching by telling stories - we call them parables - but he was telling stories.
Nowadays when we think about telling stories we tend to imagine an audience of children but are the
'rules' for storytelling the same whatever the age of the listener?
Come along on May 26th (7-8pm) and learn more about the art of storytelling from 2 special guests:
Martyn Payne works for Messy Church. He has lots of experience in telling stories and is the author of
‘Creative Ways To Tell A Bible Story’ (BRF Publications). The Weekend before the ‘Talking About…’
session he will be at the Messy Church conference where he will be hosting a workshop about open-air
storytelling! Maybe he’ll have a few thoughts from that that can spill over into our session.
We will also be joined by a member of the CYDO+ team who uses stories to engage children, young
people, and intergenerational groups with faith development.
Tickets are free - so invite your friends/colleagues!
www.bit.ly/3jDdAbP

As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was invited to
plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already took on this challenge. If your church yard doesn't have
enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local school, park, woodlands or
abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green Apostles) know at the Synod
Office (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod Newsletter in order to spread the good
news.

For your prayers
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might
remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send

them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.
This week we invite you to pray for:
•

For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing
difficult decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings.

•

Pray for Ukraine.

•

For those remembering loved ones lost and injured in the Manchester Bomb five years ago

Five years on from the Arena bomb
The fabric of lives, families and communities
is fragile and precious.
You know this, loving God.

It takes years to weave together –
but can be blown apart in seconds.
An evil device planted at the heart of a celebration
was there to set people against one another different voices, different skin colours, different beliefs.
Instead, mysteriously, unity and dialogue emerged from shared pain
‘This is Manchester, we do things differently here’.

The passing of time, the sharing of loss,
the unveiling of memorials and the framing of photographs.
Families and communities patch together their lives
and move on, though never the same as before the bomb,
bearing scars, seen and unseen.
Five years on Jesus, the wounded healer, crucified and risen one,
moves among us, bearing the scars of his agony,
whispering gently
‘This is God’s home too, we do things differently here.’

