
• Page 1 Levenshulme Inspire & Roby URC  

• Page 2 Trinity Audenshaw LEP  - Tree planting  

• Page 3 Renewed Beginnings  

• Page 4 Legacies of Salvery Conference  

• Page 5 National & Safeguarding news 

• Page 6 Spring Dance Company  

• Page 7 Come to Church at Greenbelt 

• Page 8 Humbler Church Bigger God Conference 

• Page 9 URC Youth Assembly /Youth Leaders event  

• Page 10 Free holiday club material  

• Page 11 Children's Pen Portraits for General Assembly 

• Page 12 The Children & Youth Church Scheme 

 

• Page 13  Opportunities: Mission & Discipleship  
   Mentor/Finance Manger  

• Page 14  Oasis Church Hub—Deputy Hib Leader  

• Page 15  Tree planting for the 50th Anniversary of  

    the United  Reformed Church 

• Page 16  URC History Society Lectures  

    
 

For your Prayers  



On the 26th June, Inspire URC and Roby URC 

planted a tree together to celebrate the URC's 

Jubilee. As part of a monthly Activity Service, 

church members tidied and fixed planters as well as adding new 

bedding plants and painted panels. We also planted an acer, in a 

pot, which is in a great position to be enjoyed by those walking 

past in Levenshulme and those using the community centre cafe 

during the week. It was an all age activity which benefited from a 

balance of gardening experience and enthusiastic watering. We 

are looking forward to watching the leaves change colour to a 

beautiful pinky-red in the autumn.   



At our Gardening and Chat Afternoon at Trinity Church Audenshaw on Thursday 23rd 

June,  Rev. Graham Tarn, blessed and commemorated 2 trees, which were bought with 

donations from Church Members. 

One Tree to Commemorate the U.R.Cs 50th Anniversary and one Tree in memory of all the past 

Members of Trinity who have helped build the Trinity Church Family we have today. 

 

 



 

Many of you will have already heard of the ‘Renewed 

Beginnings’ material, and may even have used it within 

your Churches.   However, we just wanted to remind you 

of the opportunity it gives every church to think again 

about its life and work:   the time may well be right, as 

churches pick up many of the activities which they did 

pre-lockdown and even think about new activities to use 

this resource to have even bigger and grander ideas! 

 

There is lots of information on the website (click here), including video introductions and helpful 

guides about how you could use this material in your church.   The Mission Mentors will gladly help 

you to look at the material with your church and see what new things grow from it. 

 

If you would like to explore the possibilities which Renewed Beginnings offers your church, please 

contact: 

 

 South Area Revd Mike Walsh   Mike.Walsh@nwsynod.org.uk 

    Leo Roberts    cydo@nwsynod.org.uk 

 Central Area Lawrence Heath-Moore  Lawrence.Moore@nwsynod.org.uk 

 Cumbria  Revd Daleen ten Cate  Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk 

 Lancashire Revd Daleen ten Cate  Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

https://nwsynod.org.uk/renewed-beginnings/
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mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk
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The North Western Synod is pleased to announce a Synod-wide conference on the Legacies of 

Slavery from Tuesday, 4 October through Wednesday 5 October 2022.  

  

Keynoting the event will be widely respected scholar and sought-after speaker, Dr. Anthony G. 

Reddie, Director of the Oxford Centre for Religion and Culture at Regent’s Park College. Speaking 

of his work, Professor Elaine Graham writes, “[Dr. Reddie] forges the wisdom of Black theology 

into a powerful tool for change - not just to the way we think but to how we live.'  

  

As an overnight conference, we hope to offer participants a safe place where together we can 

explore, question, and imagine how we will live into the Spirit’s call to work for racial justice in our 

time. 

  

Let us know if you think you would be likely to attend the conference by writing to Kerry Later at 

office@nwsynod.org.uk, using “Legacies of Slavery October Conference 2022” in the subject 

line.  We won’t hold you to it, but we hope that this will help us gauge how many people we can 

expect.  

  

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk


The URC Church House Safeguarding team 

have organised several 2-hour zoom training sessions for church 

DBS verifiers with Due Diligence Checking (DDC), incorporating a 

safer recruitment element from Carrie Kaunda, the URC 

Safeguarding Training Coordinator. 

The dates for the training are:  

• Tuesday 12
th
 July 7 – 9pm 

• Saturday 10
th
 September 10am – 12pm 

• Monday 10
th
 October 2 – 4pm 

• Wednesday 15
th
 November 7 – 9pm 

To register for the training please email Carrie Kaunda, the URC Safeguarding Training 

Coordinator using carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk 

  

For anyone who has not completed URC Safeguarding training in the last 3 years, as a minimum 

you are required to complete Foundation Safeguarding training in accordance with the URC 

Training Framework.  Foundation safeguarding training is now available and undertaken as an e-

Learning package. This can be accessed by emailing Pauline Burke, the Mersey & North Western 

Safeguarding administrator using: 

safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 

 

Julie Rafferty, the Synod Safeguarding Adviser, is in the process of organising several zoom 

Intermediate training sessions, although the intention is to deliver training more locally and face to 

face. If any church or group of churches have 8 or more people that need Intermediate training 

and happy to attend face to face training locally, please contact Pauline Burke, the Mersey & 

North Western Synod Safeguarding Administrator by email: 

safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 

A webinar is taking place on Thursday 21 July 2022 at 2pm – 3.30pm, organised and delivered by 

the URC Safeguarding Training coordinator, Carrie Kaunda. To register for the session please 

email Carrie on the following email address: carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk 

mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk
mailto:safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
mailto:safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
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A live dance event for your church to host.   
 
Bring your community together to watch two 
exceptional new dance works performed by a 
company of five outstanding dancers.   
 
Based on Ecclesiastes 3: There is a Time for 
Everything, the performance sensitively embodies 
a kaleidoscope of grief and joy through open-
hearted professional dance.   
  
This stirring yet joyous arts event offers the viewer 
a chance to feel connected to others as  
they reflect on grief and the joy and celebration of 

life. 
 
“so healing after this horrible year”  Diana Yong (workshop participant 2021) “…a beautiful 
reminder that I’m not alone...”  Sarah Barnsley (workshop participant 2021)  
  
Springs Dance Company is inviting churches and cathedrals to host a performance of the 
premier tour of A Time to Mourn, A Time to Dance, in October 2022.   
  
For more information about this project please get in touch by 
emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or by calling 07876 752 910  
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance Company website 
page https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/a-time-to-mourn-a-time-to-dance/  

 

– a festive, light-hearted, joyful event with a moving and 

profound message.   
 
Share the joy and wonder of Christmas with your church and local community through this 
exhilarating, critically acclaimed performance. The show offers a bridge between contemporary 
life and Jesus’s birth, comparing our own personal journey 
to Christmas day with the journey that the wise men took. 
With sparkle and songs to keep the children entertained 
and bags of good humour for the grown-ups, Journey of 
the Magi delights audiences of all ages and offers a chance 
to reflect and refocus.  
 
“Absolutely fabulous show. Wonderful mix of fun, wit, 
and meaning. It made me laugh and it made me cry all 
in a couple of minutes. (Hope you'll come back.)”  
Richard, Poynton Methodist Church  
 
Springs is inviting churches to host a performance of 
Journey of the Magi, which will be available nationally 
during Advent 2022. 
 
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance 
Company website page https://
springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/journey-of-the-
magi/, by emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk 
or by calling 07876 752 910 

mailto:touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk
https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/a-time-to-mourn-a-time-to-dance/
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The URC turns 50 this year and we’re having a special service at Greenbelt to celebrate! Come 

to church at Greenbelt on Sunday 28 August, which will begin with one of the largest and most 

memorable communion services you’ve ever been part of, listen to superb music from Guvna B 

and Martyn Joseph, and join us for a special 50th birthday party that reflects the rich diversity of 

the URC.  

With food for every taste, activities for all ages and space to enjoy being with each other, why not 

bring along your whole congregation for the day? Throughout the bank holiday weekend, we’ll 

have a full programme running in our new café which challenges and inspires, equips, and 

entertains.  

Worship, discussion, music, bedtime stories and superb crafts on our theme of ‘Revolting 

Christians’ combine with great coffee and tea, delicious treats and affordable meals. All this plus 

the adventurous and epic Greenbelt programme means that this will be an unforgettable time for 

everyone who comes. For more information, head over to our URC@Greenbelt page:  

https://urc.org.uk/greenbelt/ 

 

 

https://urc.org.uk/greenbelt/


 

Events - HeartEdge  

https://bit.ly/3s8wACW 

reception@lkh.co.uk 

andy.salmon@smitf.org 

https://www.heartedge.org/about-us/events/profile/humbler-church-bigger-god-conference/1
https://bit.ly/3s8wACW
mailto:reception@lkh.co.uk
mailto:andy.salmon@smitf.org


Each year the URC Youth Assembly brings together a diverse group of under-25s from 

across Scotland, England and Wales for a weekend of business and fun combined, 

exploring issues and topics relevant to Church, society and life through workshops, seminars, 

discussions and creative activities. 

Event details 

Age range:  Year 10 to 25 years inclusive. 

Dates and venue:  27 – 29 January 2023 at the 
Whitemoor Lakes near Lichfield. 

Cost: £119 if booking received on or before 11 November 
2022, £149 if booking received on or after 12 November 
2022.  

 

North Western Synod will pay the conference fee for young people from the synod (up to £119) 

– so please encourage your young people to book by 11
th
 November. A free coach to the venue 

from Tamworth Station is available. 

 

 

As with last year, we are running an event for youth leaders at the same time and venue as 

Youth Assembly. We hope that this will encourage youth leaders to accompany their young 

people – making the event more accessible for young people who may not have been before. 

 

Details have not been released as yet – but North Western Synod will pay the conference cost 

for any youth leader who wishes to attend. Email Leo (cydo@nwsynod.org.uk) if you would like 

details when they become available – or watch this space!) 

 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


 

Time Travellers is a free downloadable resource for those 

running holiday clubs for children aged between 5-11 years of 

age. 

Tying in with our theme for the year, Jubilee, we are travelling 

through time together to meet some of the children of the Bible 

and see what they can teach us about following God, listening 

to God, meeting with God, belonging to God and worshipping 

God – what can we bring back with us to the present day and 

our ongoing journey of faith? 

 

 This material is not designed to be prescriptive, although you 

may use it that way if you wish. Nor is it designed to be exclusive; feel free to swap and change 

the ideas included here for ones you think more suitable for your groups. It is written as a five-day 

plan but you may decide to do a one-day extravaganza, a club once a week through the holidays, 

or maybe just select a couple of the sessions to do on two or three days in the week. 

 

You can adapt this holiday club material in a variety of ways and the appendices at the back of 

the resource will give you suggestions and ideas of how to do so for various different settings. 

The full resource can be downloaded free of charge at Time Travellers - United Reformed Church 

Small grants of £50 or £100 are available to support United Reformed churches in running a 

holiday club.  

Use the link below to take you to the application forms. 

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-

grants/  

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/time-travellers/
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-grants/
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-grants/


Many thanks to all those who have sent Leo pen portraits by children for use at General 

Assembly following the last minute plea in the previous newsletter! If you have them, but not yet 

sent them, from your church/group to Leo (cydo@nwsynod.org.uk) yet, please remember that the 

deadline is Monday, July 4
th
.  

Click here for Pen portrait template.  

 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk
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The Children and Youth Friendly Church Scheme is 

an exciting opportunity to look afresh at your church’s 

life with children, young people and families. Guided 

by your CYDO (Leo Roberts), a local congregation 

can begin to explore your strengths, your values, your 

opportunities, your hopes and dreams. 

This scheme will enable you to identify all that you 

currently do and how to develop your welcome to 

children, young people and families in a process 

which will encourage, reflect and celebrate with you in preference to giving you a series of hurdles 

to jump and boxes to tick. 

The scheme recognises and encourages excellence in churches welcoming children, young 

people and families. On completion, you will receive a certificate and plaque. 

A Children and Youth Friendly Church award means that a local congregation: 

• has a comprehensive and shared vision for Children’s and Youth Work 

• provides good opportunities for the voices of children and young people to be heard 

• takes seriously and responds to feedback from children and young people 

• provides opportunities for children and young people to be involved in planning, organising 

and delivering child friendly church services 

• makes suitable provision for under 5s in church 

• provides groups and organisations to help nurture children and young people  

• takes Safeguarding, Health & Safety and First Aid seriously 

If you are interested in finding out more, contact Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk 

  

 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk




Please visit the website for more information  

https://www.oasisuk.org/job/deputy-hub-leader-oasis-hub-hull/


As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was 

invited to plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already  took on this challenge. If your church 

yard doesn't have enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local 

school, park, woodlands or abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green 

Apostles) know at the Synod Office  (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod 

Newsletter in order to spread the good news. 

mailto:Office@nwsynod.org.uk


For everyone interested in the story of the United Reformed Church over the past 50 years 

there’s a selection of talks now available via URC YouTube.  These were given last week by 11 

speakers from England, Scotland and Wales, with a closing reflection from Church of England 

ecumenical officer Jeremy Morris.  

To view the talks follow this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/URCUK/videos 

The topics cover everything from whether URC structures makes sense to the role of Black and 

Minority Ethnic people, gender relations and where we’re headed now. Speakers included 

General Secretary John Bradbury and Kirsty Thorpe from North Western.  

 

 

 

https://oxon.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539b8f5e594a6d8e3ed7a0ab0&id=2d856686c1&e=ceaa12680a
https://oxon.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539b8f5e594a6d8e3ed7a0ab0&id=2d856686c1&e=ceaa12680a


For your prayers  
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you 

might remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this 

section please send them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for: 

• For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are 

facing difficult  decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 

• Pray for Ukraine. 

. 
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